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1. Title: Promoting more equitable taxation: Can civic actors help?
Authors: de Renzio, Paolo.
Abstract: This short paper summarizes the key findings of a collaborative project looking at civic actors' role in promoting more equitable taxation across seven countries. Their examples show that effective tax advocacy usually relies on multiple strategies that engage diverse actors—from public officials and legislators to the media and broader civic coalitions. Moreover, progress depends on building robust and convincing narratives around the need for tax reform and deploying different kinds of capacities—for technical analysis, political engagement and compelling communications. Ultimate success often builds on past failures. In this sense, civil society tax advocacy is a long‐haul endeavor that requires organizations to have a long‐term vision and learn and adapt.
2. Title: Women's political representation, good governance and human development.
Authors: Mechkova, Valeriya; Dahlum, Sirianne; Petrarca, Constanza Sanhueza.
Abstract: As women's political inclusion has become the international norm, many countries have implemented gender quotas or actively tried to increase women's political representation. Women's inclusion is also expected to bring positive development outcomes, as women, both as voters and politicians, may prioritize policies conducive to development. Yet, previous research has shown that descriptive representation does not automatically improve governance, and that various contextual factors influence (female) politicians' ability to shape policy outcomes. In this article, we examine how political corruption affects the dynamics of women's representation. We argue that while the presence of women in politics has the potential to increase development, it can also be used as "window‐dressing" to legitimize rule where in reality male patrons continue to dominate policy decisions. Thus, women representatives recruited from the same corrupt networks as these male patrons may be used to perpetuate the status‐quo or even decrease development outcomes. Building on previous research, we argue that patriarchal gender norms and relatively weaker standing of women in corrupt environments can explain why women in these societies may support policy decisions that go against their preferences and interests as a group. We conduct a quantitative analysis drawing on time‐series cross‐sectional data on 182 countries from 1900 to 2014 to shed light on the linkage between women empowerment, corruption, and development. We find that women's representation only promotes human development if corruption is at low levels, while under high level of corruption women's inclusion is associated with worsened development outcomes. This finding suggests that women political empowerment might not always be a silver bullet to increasing substantive representation, and especially not under very poor levels of governance and prevalent corruption.
3. Title: Beyond consultocracy and servants of power: Explaining the role of consultants in policy formulation.
Authors: Marciano, Reut.
Abstract: Prior research on consultants in policymaking described their expanding policy involvement and impact. This research focuses on consultants' policy formulation roles and on how and why these roles vary across jurisdictions and contexts. It draws on comparative research on healthcare policy in Ontario, Canada, and Victoria, Australia. Based on analysis of contracts and expenditure data, and 59 semi‐structured interviews, this research finds that consultants in Victoria are partners in formulation, used routinely for a variety of tasks, including core formulation work. Their role is institutionalized through formal and informal rules. In contrast, consultants in Ontario perform non‐core formulation work and are primarily active in linking the government to other sites and pools of knowledge. The paper ties this variation to public sector internal capacity and policy sector complexity. It offers new empirical data and provides a nuanced understanding of the roles of consultants in policy formulation.
4. Title: Sorting citizens: Governing via China's social credit system.
Authors: Hou, Rui; Fu, Diana.
Abstract: China's social credit system can be examined as a governance tool which sorts citizenship behaviors into trustworthy and untrustworthy categories as part of the regime's long‐standing effort to cultivate a loyal citizenry. Based on a data set comprised of central‐level official documents, national model citizen lists, and media reports, this study qualitatively examines how the Chinese state constructs "good" and "bad" citizen ideal types. Contrary to media depictions of the system as digital totalitarianism, political behaviors are not the sole criterion for sorting citizens into categories. In fact, the state constructs "bad" (untrustworthy) citizens as those who engage in a wide range of behaviors, including financial and professional misconduct. Simultaneously, the state also uses the system to construct and cultivate "good" (trustworthy) citizens as those who publicly demonstrate loyalty to the regime. Theoretically, this study sheds light on how the world's most powerful authoritarian regime governs through a system that distributes material and symbolic capital.
5. Title: Marginalization or risk aversion? Using big data to examine why women are found to be less corrupt in court judgments.
Authors: Yu, Yi‐Ming; Wu, Yung‐Ming; Chiu, Pao‐Lung; Chen, Kun‐Huang.
Abstract: Previous studies have argued that women are less corrupt because they are marginalized or because they are risk averse. However, because of the insidious and hidden nature of corruption, the subjects of theoretical reasoning in previous studies were individuals who were not involved in corruption. This produces a lack of observations and analyses of individuals who are actually corrupt. For this reason, the present study used text mining of Taiwanese district court judgments to examine why women are less corrupt. The results reveal that, following the rise of gender equality in Taiwanese society, women are now less marginalized and are as likely as to be as corrupt as men. Furthermore, the level of corruption (reflected by the prosecution and conviction rates) among women who are less marginalized (elected civil servants) is higher than among those who are more marginalized (typical civil servants). These findings suggest that women are less corrupt because they are marginalized rather than because they are risk averse.
6. Title: When corruption investigations come to nothing: A natural experiment on trust in courts.
Authors: Magalhães, Pedro C.
Abstract: Corruption scandals and their investigation have been shown to undermine support not only for the allegedly involved public officials but also for political actors and institutions more generally. However, we know little about what happens when those investigations end up failing to result in punishments. Is citizens' trust in the legal authorities in charge of prosecuting and punishing corruption also undermined? Do those effects spill over to political actors, institutions, and even the political regime? We address these questions by taking advantage of an April 2021 judicial decision to drop corruption charges against former Portuguese Prime Minister José Sócrates during the fieldwork of a public opinion survey. We show that the decision had a substantial negative impact on public trust in the courts. Furthermore, although political trust was not immediately affected, its overall levels also became lower in comparison to periods before the judicial decision, suggesting a spillover effect.
7. Title: Money down the drain: Corruption and water service quality in Africa.
Authors: Breen, Michael; Gillanders, Robert.
Abstract: Using data from the seventh round of the Afrobarometer, we find that a greater regional incidence of corruption in the utilities sector is associated with a reduced likelihood that a household reports that it has access to enough clean water. This result is not evident in older rounds of the survey that were conducted prior to methodological improvements made in round seven. Moreover, this association holds only in areas with a piped water system. Thus, our findings are consistent with the argument that corruption is a barrier to accessing water through its impact on the quality of water services. While a household that has paid a bribe is more likely to have a water access point, the regional incidence of utilities corruption predicts that the household will not have enough clean water. Individual acts of bribery, while associated with connection to a water network, are not associated with greater access in reality.
8. Title: Judiciary institutions and violent crime in American Indian nations.
Authors: Kern, Florian G.; Gleditsch, Kristian Skrede; Cordell, Rebecca.
Abstract: In many American Indian nations the security situation is dire. While scholars have studied how institutions shape economic development in American Indian and Alaska Native (AIAN) nations, the role of AIAN institutions for security and violent crime has received much less attention—despite the extensive literature highlighting the important role of effective and legitimate institutions in the long‐term decline of violence. We analyze how varying types of American Indian polities and judiciary institutions fare in tackling violent crime using data across 146 American Indian polities. Our findings indicate that more autonomous American Indian criminal justice institutions with specialized court systems are associated with lower violent crime. However, customary justice institutions do not appear to be effective in reducing violent crime, highlighting the problem of cultural mismatch between traditional and formal justice systems. We argue that analyzing AIAN nations provides important insights into how institutional legitimacy can shape violent crime.
9. Title: Executive power in European Union politics.
Authors: Tarlea, Silvana; Bailer, Stefanie; Kudrna, Zdenek; Wasserfallen, Fabio.
Abstract: In the multilevel system of the European Union (EU), national governments have been empowered at the expense of parliaments. We study the executive power shift in EU politics in the formation of national preferences. This article shows that governments are more likely to integrate parliaments and external actors, such as other governments and EU institutions, when they advocate extreme bargaining positions in EU negotiations. We theoretically develop this argument and provide an empirical study of Eurozone politics, covering the preference formation of 27 EU member states. The analysis shows that the executives are overall the dominating power: most of the time, governments form national preferences on their own. When governments integrate additional actors, they mostly rely on external actors and do so to avoid blame and to shift responsibility. These findings question whether the integration of national parliaments in EU politics indeed addresses democratic accountability concerns.
10. Title: Greasing the wheels of policy reversal: Discursive engineering and public opinion management during the relaxation of China's family planning policy.
Authors: Yan, Xiaojun; Li, La.
Abstract: How do autocratic regimes use political propaganda to facilitate policy reversals of major significance? In this article, we demonstrate how the authoritarian regime in China dynamically uses propaganda to accomplish rapid discursive shifts in the context of major policy changes. Using a structural topic model for unsupervised machine learning to analyze extensive propaganda materials, we explore how the Chinese Communist Party facilitated the reversal of its One‐Child Policy in 2015 by deploying a systematic, precise, multi‐dimensional, and multi‐layered discursive engineering project. Our findings demonstrate that instead of a monolithic and rigid operation, China's state propaganda is a strategic and flexible discursive engineering project tailored to contingent factors, such as the nature of the policy being advocated, the level of the propaganda venue, and the needs, mentality, and tastes of carefully targeted audiences. This coordinated maneuver of state narrative is key for the effective and smooth policy reversal of major significance.
11. Title: Comparing ministerial advisers across politicization settings: Still hiding in the shadows?
Authors: Staroňová, Katarína; Rybář, Marek.
Abstract: The article examines the proposition that the characteristics of ministerial advisers are shaped by specific settings of the politicization of ministerial administration. Four types of politicization settings are identified, resulting from variation in the scope of formal political appointments and appointments into bureaucracy. Using data from an original expert survey and semi‐structured expert interviews, the contribution analyses eleven cases from Central and Eastern Europe. It documents that the functional differentiation of advisers from other administrative actors, and their political and policymaking roles, are conditioned by the politicization settings in which they operate. The political roles of advisers are most pronounced where they do not face other formal political appointees, and appointments into bureaucracy are low. Policymaking roles are strongest where formal political appointees manage high politics, and bureaucratic appointments are limited. The article also identifies "invisible" advisers as a new type of player unknown in established Western bureaucracies.
12. Title: Power concentration and bottom‐up information flow: Evidence from Chinese municipal congresses.
Authors: Yang, Wenhui.
Abstract: Power concentration may impede bottom‐up information flow. This article argues that strong ruling party control may facilitate the power concentration of ruling elites, which breeds reticence and impedes bottom‐up information flow. Using Chinese municipal congresses as a case, I establish that strong ruling party control significantly reduces the number of policy proposals, suggestions, and criticisms from legislators. The reduction effect of ruling party control on upward information is more salient when party leaders are expected to gain power in the future. Further analysis rules out alternative mechanisms: leadership style, composition of legislators, and local grievance.
13. Title: Gender representation in police organizations: Do upper‐level and street‐level female bureaucrats differ in their roles?
Authors: Pyo, Sunyoung; Lee, Hongseok.
Abstract: Some representative bureaucracy literature has suggested that increasing the share of female bureaucrats, particularly in supervisory positions, would not have a substantial influence on producing policy outcomes in favor of female clients because of the potential impact of organizational socialization. However, there has been little empirical investigation into how passive female representation across hierarchical ranks and its interaction influence policy outcomes for women. By analyzing data on 360 local U.S. police organizations in 2013 and 2016, we found that a higher proportion of female officers in first‐line supervisory level positions was negatively linked to arrest performance for rape offenses, while a higher share of female street‐level officers was not significantly linked to arrest performance for the same offenses. However, we noticed a positive interactive effect of the proportion of female street‐level officers and female officers at the intermediate‐level on rape arrests. These results imply that promoting female representation across different hierarchical ranks in police organizations will help to ensure the benefits of representative bureaucracy.
14. Title: Decision‐makers, advisers or educable subjects? Policymakers' perceptions of citizen participation in a Nordic democracy.
Authors: Koskimaa, Vesa; Rapeli, Lauri; Himmelroos, Staffan.
Abstract: The perceived disconnect between policymaking elites and citizens has intensified demands for citizen engagement in democracies, but we know little about policymakers' attitudes towards increased citizen involvement. This study presents an in‐depth, mixed‐methods analysis of participatory views of politicians, public officials, and interest group representatives in Finland. We first utilize a unique survey battery presented to representative samples of policymakers (n = 675) and ordinary citizens (n = 1701). We then perform a qualitative content analysis for 24 in‐depth interviews of high‐ranking policymakers to explore reasons for the observed attitudes. We find that while citizens strongly support participatory attitudes, policymakers are more skeptical, especially when participation threatens their control of the policy process. Elite skepticism stems mainly from low trust in citizens' capacity to deal with complexity, and to relieve the pressure to engage citizens more elites support learning‐based methods. The broad citizen‐elite attitude gap may require re‐negotiating representative mandates in the future.
15. Title: Legislative capacity, bureaucratic reputation, and delegation from a trust perspective: A survey experiment.
Authors: Zhang, Jiasheng; Yang, Kaifeng; Li, Hui.
Abstract: Challenging the assumptions of the principal‐agent theory, the recent bureaucratic politics literature contends that politicians do not necessarily have weaker capacities and bureaucrats are not necessarily bad apples. What this means for the delegation decision remains underexplored, particularly regarding how legislative capacity and bureaucratic reputation jointly affect delegation. We examine this issue with a trust perspective and a survey experiment of city mayors. Treating bureaucratic reputation as individual trustworthiness and perceived legislative capacity as institutional trustworthiness, we find they interact in complex ways in influencing delegation. When bureaucratic reputation is high, perceived legislative capacity is not associated with delegation. Perceived legislative capacity matters only when bureaucratic reputation is low, and high capacity relates to greater delegation willingness than when capacity is not considered. The findings have implications for studies on delegation, discretion, and bureaucratic reputation.
16. Title: Women's leadership and the gendered consequences of austerity in the public sector: Evidence from IMF programs.
Authors: Reinsberg, Bernhard; Kern, Andreas; Heinzel, Mirko; Metinsoy, Saliha.
Abstract: During times of economic turmoil, women often bear the cost of cuts in public spending and labor market deregulation. We argue that the adverse gendered consequences of austerity are mitigated when women occupy more political leadership positions. We test our argument using two independent sources of evidence. First, we use cross‐country time‐series data for 95 countries from 2000 to 2018 on public‐sector employment outcomes and panel regressions to show that women leaders mitigate the adverse consequences of IMF programs for women in the public sector. Second, we use individual‐level data from the World Values Surveys covering 50 countries from 2004 to 2015 to show that women in the public sector are more likely to fear job loss and endure income loss under IMF programs when the women share in the government of their country is low but that these adverse effects disappear once women are represented in the government. These results have important implications for debates on women's leadership as well as the impact of austerity on the public sector.
17. Title: The untold story of the world's leading environmental institution: UNEP at fifty.
Authors: Beaudoin, Simon.
Abstract: "The Untold Story of the World's Leading Environmental Institution: UNEP at Fifty" by Maria Ivanova provides a well-documented and expert analysis of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). The book explores UNEP's successes, challenges, and opportunities over its nearly 50-year history, offering valuable insights into global environmental governance. Ivanova's research highlights the factors that have shaped UNEP, including its dual mandate, interlinked environmental issues, and its location in Nairobi, Kenya. The book also examines the role of UNEP's executive directors in shaping the institution. While the book could have delved deeper into UNEP's operational activities and its place within the UN system, it provides a valuable resource for researchers, policymakers, and activists interested in global environmental politics.
18. Title: The Emergence and Revival of Charismatic Movements: Argentine Peronism and Venezuelan Chavismo.
Authors: Oliveros, Virginia.
Abstract: In the article "The Emergence and Revival of Charismatic Movements: Argentine Peronism and Venezuelan Chavismo," Caitlin Andrews-Lee examines the survival of charismatic political movements without strong organizations or consistent political projects. Focusing on Peronism in Argentina and Chavismo in Venezuela, Andrews-Lee argues that these movements endure by periodically reactivating their foundational charismatic nature. This is possible because the original charismatic attachment creates a political identity that polarizes society, allowing new leaders to portray themselves as symbolic reincarnations of the founding leader. Andrews-Lee supports her argument with mixed methods research, including public opinion surveys, interviews, and archival research.
19. Title: Contemporary State Building. Elite Taxation and Public Safety in Latin America.
Authors: Romero, Vidal.
Abstract: "Contemporary State Building" by Gustavo Flores-Macías explores the funding of public security in Latin American countries and the conditions under which wealthy elites can be effectively taxed to improve state performance in this area. The book examines case studies from countries such as Colombia, Costa Rica, El Salvador, and Mexico to understand the determinants of success in taxing business people for public security. It also discusses the historical context of state formation in Latin America and the challenges faced by elites in contributing to state building. The book opens up avenues for further research on the goods financed by business contributions and the potential negative externalities of such funding. Overall, it provides valuable insights into the struggle for revenue and the performance of states in ensuring public security.
20. Title: The rise and fall of imperial China: The social origins of state development.
Authors: Wang, Erik H.
Abstract: "The Rise and Fall of Imperial China" by Yuhua Wang explores the connection between the social structure of political elites and the capacity and stability of nations. Wang focuses on the decline of China's state capacity over the second millennium CE and the weakening of the late imperial state. He presents evidence from multiple datasets and historical sources to support his argument. Wang's theory centers on elite social networks and the "sovereign's dilemma" they create. The book combines macro narrative with micro-quantitative evidence and offers insights for studying comparative politics using China as a case. Overall, "The Rise and Fall of Imperial China" is a significant contribution to the literature on state-building and state capacity.
