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1. Title: The Rise of Party Law: Rewiring the Party, Recalibrating the Party-State Relationship
Authors: Snape, Holly. 
Abstract: Over the past decade under Xi Jinping, the Chinese Communist Party has undertaken a vast, comprehensive, systematic project to build a system of “Party law.” The rise of Party law is at once rewiring the Party internally and recalibrating the Party’s relationship with its state. The result is a potent set of tools for putting into practice the notion that “the Party leads everything,” foregrounding the Party in governance processes, and making Party members and organizations more obedient, pliable and responsive to the Party Center. Party law seeks to manipulate and manage Party members’ and organizations’ behavior as they play an emboldened and more direct role in governing China. This article uses two cases from Party law—new rules on filing and review (备案审查) and Party groups (党组)—to illustrate how Party law is transforming Chinese governance. It finds that contrary to conventional wisdom on “institutionalization,” under Xi Jinping, rather than depersonalizing power, institutions that constrain Party members and organizations are leading to stronger personalization. The rise of Party law relates not only to regime “resilience.” It is geared toward pursuing the agenda and aims set out in the doctrine ascribed to Xi Jinping.
2. Title: Centralizing Rules: How Party Regulations Are Reinforcing Cadre Loyalty in Today’s China
Authors: Wen-Hsuan Tsai; Wang, Zhou. 
Abstract: How does the Chinese Communist Party ensure that its officials remain loyal to the top leader, and what mechanisms does the leader use to get cadres to comply with his policies and intentions? We argue that Party regulations play a very important role in ensuring loyalty. These regulations, both written and unwritten, constitute a system of authoritarian legality through which Xi Jinping ensures that cadres practice the “two safeguards,” thus enhancing his personal power.
3. Title: Different Shades of Nationalism: Unpacking Chinese Online Narratives about the Russia-Ukraine War
Authors: Wendy Weile Zhou; Repnikova, Maria.
Abstract: Current scholarship on Chinese public perceptions of international affairs tends to highlight the growing hawkishness and nationalistic tendencies in popular public opinion during the Xi Jinping era. Whereas these studies tend to deal with cases and contexts directly involving China, little is known about how the Chinese public responds to geopolitical crises in which China is not a direct participant. Our study attempts to address this gap by examining how Chinese social media commentators narrated and debated Russia’s war in Ukraine—a major geopolitical event that has shaped China’s interests but thus far has not directly implicated China in the conflict. Our analysis, drawing on online commentaries during the first six months of the Russia-Ukraine war, finds that the dominant narratives are still rooted in China-centric objectives and experiences. These nationalistic sentiments, however, diverge when it comes to advocating for China’s positions on this war, ranging from direct support of Russia as part of China’s battle against the West, to a cautionary position of learning from Russia’s mistakes, to support for Ukraine as rooted in China’s own experiences with foreign aggression. All these positions are distinct from the official stance of ambiguity in this conflict, highlighting the possibility of alternative, albeit still nationalistic, perspectives presenting themselves on social media despite strict censorship. This analysis contributes to our understanding of popular expressions on international affairs in the Xi era and, specifically, of the different manifestations of Chinese popular nationalism in contexts outside of China.
4. Title: The Rapid Ascent of China’s Corporate Giants
Authors: Walder, Andrew G.
Abstract: With a remarkable fivefold increase after 2008, China now has as many corporations among the world’s largest 500 as the United States. The rate of increase is puzzling—it was twice that of China’s economic expansion during a period when the national growth rate declined markedly. The rapid proliferation of corporate giants was due to three developments that distinguished China from all other major economies. The first was the massive and sustained expansion of credit for domestic infrastructure projects in response to the global financial crisis. The second was the allocation of close to $2.3 trillion of China’s foreign currency surpluses to finance foreign asset acquisitions and construction projects. The third was a drive to consolidate state firms, primarily those owned by regional governments, into larger conglomerates. All these corporations, along with nonstate firms, rode the updraft of opportunities provided by the infrastructure drive and outward investment. One by-product of this expansion is an extreme concentration of giant firms, both state and nonstate, in sectors related to infrastructure and heavy manufacturing. This corporate profile contrasts markedly with all other major economies, even with Japan’s at its height.
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10. Title: Trafficking Data: How China Is Winning the Battle for Digital Sovereignty, by Aynne Kokas. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2022. 288 pp. £21.99 (cloth); also available as an e-book.
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Abstract: The article reviews the book “Trafficking Data: How China Is Winning the Battle for Digital Sovereignty” by Aynne Kokas.
11. Title: China and Its Small Neighbors: The Political Economy of Asymmetry, Vulnerability, and Hedging, by Sung Chull Kim. Albany, NY: SUNY Press, 2023. 306 pp. US$99.00 (cloth), US$36.95 (paper); also available as an e-book.
Authors: Chan, Debby.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “China and Its Small Neighbors: The Political Economy of Asymmetry, Vulnerability, and Hedging” by Sung Chull Kim.
12. Title: African Bargaining Power with China: Foreign Investment and Rising Influence, by Christina Seyfried. Abingdon: Routledge, 2023. ix+200 pp. US$160.00 (cloth), US$47.65 (e-book).
Authors: Chen, Liang. 
Abstract: The article reviews the book “African Bargaining Power with China: Foreign Investment and Rising Influence” by Christina Seyfried.
13. Title: The Tropical Silk Road: The Future of China in South America, edited by Paul Amar, Lisa Rofel, María Amelia Viteri, Consuelo Fernandez-Salvador, and Fernando Brancoli. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2023. xxiv+446 pp. US$95.00 (cloth), US$32.00 (paper); also available as an e-book.
Authors: DeHart, Monica.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “The Tropical Silk Road: The Future of China in South America” by Paul Amar, Lisa Rofel, María Amelia Viteri, Consuelo Fernandez-Salvador, and Fernando Brancoli.
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Abstract: The article reviews the book “Rival Partners: How Taiwanese Entrepreneurs and Guangdong Officials Forged the China Development Model” by Wu Jieh-min.
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Abstract: The article reviews the book “The Labor of Reinvention: Entrepreneurship in the New Chinese Digital Economy” by Lin Zhang.
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Abstract: The article reviews the book “Corporate Women in Contemporary China: We’ve Always Worked,”by Xinyan Peng. 
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Abstract: The article reviews the book “Justice after Mao: The Politics of Historical Truth in the People’s Republic of China” by Daniel Leese, and Amanda Shuman.
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