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1. Title: Industrial Automation in China’s “Workshop of the World”
Authors: Sharif, Naubahar; Huang, Yu.
Abstract: The Chinese government has announced major plans to provide subsidies to upgrade industry through automated manufacturing and robotization. This article examines how the government in the southern city of Dongguan, a leading center of the country’s export industry, has promoted a “Replacing Humans with Machines” initiative to improve the prospects for local manufacturers facing toughening business conditions since 2007. We explain the conditions that informed the “Replacing Humans with Machines” initiative, reveal findings based on numerous on-site interviews with officials, factory managers, and workers about the effects of automation in Dongguan, and analyze the implications for the labor market. We find that the subsidies awarded by the Dongguan government to support automation in local firms played only a minor role in the firms’ automation strategies. Instead, the main drivers of automation were competitive market pressures to reduce the workforce, step up productivity, improve product quality, and deal with occupational health and safety. Workers coping with the effects of automation have suffered variously from deskilling and displacement, although in some cases they were offered upskilling through additional training.
2. Title: Industrial Policies and the Changing Patterns of Investment in the Chinese Economy
Authors: Holz, Carsten A.
Abstract: Investment has always played an important role in the economic development strategies of the People’s Republic of China. A major reform of the investment system in 2004 shifted the state’s focus from direct investment control to industrial policies designed to promote investment in specific economic sectors. But in reality, the industrial policies’ preferences have had little effect. The data suggest that investment patterns in China are largely divorced from the industrial policies, and, if anything, predate them. The significant shifts in investments across sectors and ownership forms that have taken place since the early 2000s appear driven far more by profitability considerations and private entrepreneurship than by government policies. The finding negates foreign concerns that the Chinese state via industrial policies such as “Made in China 2025” is creating national state-owned technological leaders.
3. Title: The Logic of Fragmented Activism among Chinese State-Owned Enterprise Workers
Authors: Chen, Xi.
Abstract: One of the fundamental weaknesses of popular collective action in China is a lack of broad-based solidarity. This article examines the collective protests by workers at state-owned enterprises when many of them were restructured from the mid-1990s through the mid-2010s, which often led to downsizing, closures, or privatization. The article draws on interviews conducted with retirees and laid-off workers from 91 restructured state-owned enterprises in a city in Hunan Province, plus an in-depth case study of one factory there. The evidence shows that the local state was able to fragment labor activism not only by using intimidation and coercion to prevent broad-based mobilization but also by creating incentives for workers to pursue narrow identities and particularistic claims. This explains why the workers’ mobilization was often counterproductive-rather than building up group solidarity, their mobilization tended to divide and demoralize workers’ communities. The study examines the nature of the divisions between worker groups and shows which specific types of groups were able to persevere and which types were able to transcend a single firm in their claims. This article also indicates that divisions between worker groups were not always predetermined by socioeconomic cleavages but instead often resulted from workers’ interactions with the government and with each other. The findings provide insights into the limits of popular collective action in China.
4. Title: Culture versus the State? The “Defend-My-Mother-Tongue” Protests in Guangzhou
Authors: Ho, Wing-Chung; Lu, Jian.
Abstract: In July and August 2010, a series of spontaneous “defend-my-mother-tongue” protests took place in Guangzhou. At its climax, thousands of protestors took to the streets to oppose a government proposal to switch local television broadcasts from Cantonese to Mandarin. Unlike other recent mass incidents in China, the “Defend Cantonese” protests mainly involved a place-based identity politics through which participants purported to support maintenance of Cantonese culture without explicit political and material demands. Based on the testimonies of dozens of participants and witnesses, the authors identify three sets of schematic dichotomies that framed the protests: namely, south versus north, local differences versus national uniformity, and conserving traditional Guangzhou versus urban redevelopment. It is argued that underpinning the language movement’s cultural outlook was the participants’ discontent with current politics and distribution of resources. The cultural packaging constitutes a specific tactic through which the actors resisted the authoritarian regime without triggering violent suppression.
5. Title: Phantom Services: Deflecting Migrant Workers in China
Authors: Chan, Alexsia T; O’Brien, Kevin J.
Abstract: As China urbanizes, more migrants need and expect public services. Many municipalities, however, resist and undermine elements of the central government’s urbanization strategy by deflecting demands for benefits instead of meeting them or denying them outright. Urban authorities sometimes do so by establishing nearly impossible eligibility requirements or requiring paperwork that outsiders struggle to obtain. At times they also nudge migrants to seek health care or education elsewhere by enforcing dormant rules or by shutting down a locally available service provider. Local officials use these ploys for both political and practical reasons. Limiting access isolates and disempowers migrants and is cheaper than offering benefits. Phantom services are a consequence of the localization of the household registration system (hukou 户口) and a sign that new axes of inequality and gradations of second-class citizenship have emerged.
6. Title: Local State-Building and Bureaucratization of China’s Public-Sector Service Organizations: A Case Study of the Environmental Protection System in Guangzhou
Authors: Lam, Tao-chiu; Lo, Carlos Wing-Hung.
Abstract: Contrary to the official Chinese rhetoric about vesting more autonomy in public-sector service organizations and distancing them from local state agencies, increasing recentralization and bureaucratization of the service organizations are occurring. As an example, following several rounds of reforms, the public-sector service organizations in the environmental protection system in Guangzhou have either been directly integrated into the city’s Environmental Protection Bureau or brought under greater control by the Bureau. This article examines the process and the underlying reasons and analyzes what this case study explains about important generalizable trends in China’s local state-building.
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7. Title: From Village to City: Social Transformation in a Chinese County Seat
Authors: Blumenfield, Tami.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “From Village to City: Social Transformation in a Chinese County Seat” by Andrew B. Kipnis.
8. Title: The Transformation of Governance in Rural China: Market, Finance, and Political Authority
Authors: Mood, Michelle S.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “The Transformation of Governance in Rural China: Market, Finance, and Political Authority” by An Chen.
9. Title: The Sinews of State Power: The Rise and Demise of the Cohesive Local State in Rural China
Authors: Heberer, Thomas.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “The Sinews of State Power: The Rise and Demise of the Cohesive Local State in Rural China” by Juan Wang.
10. Title: Hygiene, Sociality, and Culture in Contemporary Rural China: The Uncanny New Village
Authors: Kipnis, Andrew B.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Hygiene, Sociality, and Culture in Contemporary Rural China: The Uncanny New Village” by Lili Lai.
11. Title: Resigned Activism: Living with Pollution in Rural China
Authors: Zhen, Nahui. 
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Resigned Activism: Living with Pollution in Rural China” by Anna Lora-Wainwright.
12. Title: Bitter and Sweet: Food, Meaning, and Modernity in Rural China
Authors: Avieli, Nir
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Bitter and Sweet: Food, Meaning, and Modernity in Rural China” by Ellen Oxfeld.
13. Title: Songs for Dead Parents: Corpse, Text, and World in Southwest China
Authors: Kipnis, Andrew B.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Songs for Dead Parents: Corpse, Text, and World in Southwest China” by Erik Mueggler.
14. Title: Handbook on the Family and Marriage in China
Authors: Ikels, Charlotte.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Handbook on the Family and Marriage in China” by Xiaowei Zang and Lucy Xia Zhao.
15. Title: Queer Comrades: Gay Identity and Tongzhi Activism in Postsocialist China
Authors: Zheng, Tiantian
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Queer Comrades: Gay Identity and Tongzhi Activism in Postsocialist China” by Hongwei Bao.
16. Title: China’s Social Welfare: The Third Turning Point
Authors: Gao, Qin.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “China’s Social Welfare: The Third Turning Point” by Joe C. B. Leung and Yuebin Xu.
17. Title: Welfare, Work, and Poverty: Social Assistance in China
Authors: Sicular, Terry.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Welfare, Work, and Poverty: Social Assistance in China” by Qin Gao.
18. Title: Soup, Love, and a Helping Hand: Social Relations and Support in Guangzhou, China
Authors: Jankowiak, William.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Soup, Love, and a Helping Hand: Social Relations and Support in Guangzhou, China” by Friederike Fleischer.
19. Title: Rural Origins, City Lives: Class and Place in Contemporary China
Authors: Goodburn, Charlotte.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Rural Origins, City Lives: Class and Place in Contemporary China” by Roberta Zavoretti.
20. Title: The Insurgency Trap: Labor Politics in Postsocialist China
Authors: Taylor, Bill.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “The Insurgency Trap: Labor Politics in Postsocialist China” by Eli Friedman.
21. Title: Hegemonic Transformation: The State, Laws, and Labour Relations in Post-Socialist China
Authors: Franceschini, Ivan.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Hegemonic Transformation: The State, Laws, and Labour Relations in Post-Socialist China” by Elaine Sio-ieng Hui.
22. Title: Authoritarian Legality in China: Law, Workers, and the State
Authors: Lee, Ching Kwan
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Authoritarian Legality in China: Law, Workers, and the State” by Mary E. Gallagher.
23. Title: Media Politics in China: Improvising Power under Authoritarianism
Authors: Lynch, Daniel C.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Media Politics in China: Improvising Power under Authoritarianism” by Maria Repnikova.
24. Title: The Contentious Public Sphere: Law, Media and Authoritarian Rule in China
Authors: Hassid, Jonathan.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “The Contentious Public Sphere: Law, Media and Authoritarian Rule in China” by Ya-Wen Lei.
25. Title: Cyber Policy in China
Authors: Sharma, Munish.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Cyber Policy in China” by Greg Austin.
26. Title: Human Rights in China: A Social Practice in the Shadows of Authoritarianism
Authors: Seppänen, Samuli.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Human Rights in China: A Social Practice in the Shadows of Authoritarianism” by Eva Pils.
27. Title: Justice: The China Experience
Authors: Ng, Kwai.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Justice: The China Experience” by Flora Sapio , Susan Trevaskes.
28. Title: How China Escaped the Poverty Trap
Authors: Blecher, Marc.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “How China Escaped the Poverty Trap” by Yuen Yuen Ang.
29. Title: Red Swan: How Unorthodox Policy Making Facilitated China’s Rise
Authors: McCormick, Barrett L.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Red Swan: How Unorthodox Policy Making Facilitated China’s Rise” by Sebastian Heilmann.
30. Title: To Govern China: Evolving Practices of Power
Authors: Dickson, Bruce J.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “To Govern China: Evolving Practices of Power” by Vivienne Shue and Patricia M. Thornton.
31. Title: Unmaking China’s Development: The Function and Credibility of Institutions
Authors: Yueh, Linda.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Unmaking China’s Development: The Function and Credibility of Institutions” by Peter Ho.
32. Title: The Advance of the State in Contemporary China: State-Market Relations in the Reform Era
Authors: Xu, Yi-chong.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “The Advance of the State in Contemporary China: State-Market Relations in the Reform Era” by Sarah Eaton.
33. Title: China’s Banking Transformation: The Untold Story
Authors: Plekhanov, Dmitriy.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “China’s Banking Transformation: The Untold Story” by James Stent.
34. Title: Cracking the China Conundrum: Why Conventional Economic Wisdom Is Wrong
Authors: Pei, Minxin.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Cracking the China Conundrum: Why Conventional Economic Wisdom Is Wrong” by Yukon Huang.
35. Title: Historical Dictionary of the Chinese Economy
Authors: Rawski, Thomas G.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Historical Dictionary of the Chinese Economy” by Lawrence R. Sullivan and Paul Curcio.
36. Title: Knowing China: A Twenty-First Century Guide
Authors: McCormick, Barrett L. 
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Knowing China: A Twenty-First Century Guide” by Frank N. Pieke.
37. Title: Intellectual Discourse in Reform Era China: The Debate on the Spirit of the Humanities in the 1990s
Authors: Gong, Haomin.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Intellectual Discourse in Reform Era China: The Debate on the Spirit of the Humanities in the 1990s” by Giorgio Strafella.
38. Title: The China Order: Centralia, World Empire, and the Nature of Chinese Power
Authors: Esherick, Joseph W.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “The China Order: Centralia, World Empire, and the Nature of Chinese Power” by Fei-Ling Wang.
39. Title: Making China Strong: The Role of Nationalism in Chinese Thinking on Democracy and Human Rights
Authors: Pils, Eva. 
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Making China Strong: The Role of Nationalism in Chinese Thinking on Democracy and Human Rights” by R. Weatherley.
40. Title: China and the New Maoists
Authors: Feng, Chongyi.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “China and the New Maoists” by Kerry Brown and Simone van Nieuwenhuizen.
41. Title: Zhang Yimou: Globalization and the Subject of Culture
Authors: Clark, Paul.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Zhang Yimou: Globalization and the Subject of Culture” by Wendy Larson.
42. Title: Curating Revolution: Politics on Display in Mao’s China
Authors: Zhu, Yujie.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Curating Revolution: Politics on Display in Mao’s China” by Denise Y. Ho.
43. Title: The Magic of Concepts: History and the Economic in Twentieth-Century China
Authors: Barlow, Tani.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “The Magic of Concepts: History and the Economic in Twentieth-Century China” by Rebecca E. Karl.
44. Title: China at War: Triumph and Tragedy in the Emergence of the New China, 1937–1952
Authors: Cheng, Victor.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “China at War: Triumph and Tragedy in the Emergence of the New China, 1937–1952” by Hans van de Ven.
45. Title: News Under Fire: China’s Propaganda against Japan in the English-Language Press, 1928–1941
Authors: Mitter, Rana.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “News Under Fire: China’s Propaganda against Japan in the English-Language Press, 1928–1941” by Shuge Wei.
46. Title: The Buddha Party: How the People’s Republic of China Works to Define and Control Tibetan Buddhism
Authors: Dreyer, June Teufel.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “The Buddha Party: How the People’s Republic of China Works to Define and Control Tibetan Buddhism” by John Powers.
47. Title: Shadow States: India, China and the Himalayas, 1910–1962
Authors: Garver, John W.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Shadow States: India, China and the Himalayas, 1910–1962” by Bérénice Guyot-Réchard.
48. Title: Winning the Third World: Sino-American Rivalry during the Cold War
Authors: Harding, Harry.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Winning the Third World: Sino-American Rivalry during the Cold War” by Gregg A. Brazinsky.
49. Title: Handbook of US-China Relations
Authors: Odgaard, Liselotte.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Handbook of US-China Relations” by Andrew Tan.
50. Title: China and the Geopolitics of Rare Earths
Authors: Andrews-Speed, Philip.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “China and the Geopolitics of Rare Earths” by Sophia Kalantzakos.
51. Title: Silent Invasion: China’s Influence in Australia
Authors: Chan, Anita
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Silent Invasion: China’s Influence in Australia” by Clive Hamilton and Alex Joske.
52. Title: Power Politics: How China and Russia Reshape the World
Authors: Korolev, Alexander.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Power Politics: How China and Russia Reshape the World” by Rob deWijk.
53. Title: China and Russia: The New Rapprochement
Authors: Rozman, Gilbert.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “China and Russia: The New Rapprochement” by Alexander Lukin.
54. Title: China, Russia, and Twenty-First Century Global Geopolitics
Authors: Korolev, Alexander.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “China, Russia, and Twenty-First Century Global Geopolitics” by Paul J. Bolt and Sharyl N. Cross.
55. Title: Taiwan and China: Fitful Embrace
Authors: Chu, Yun-han.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Taiwan and China: Fitful Embrace” by Lowell Dittmer.
56. Title: Outcasts of Empire: Japan’s Rule on Taiwan’s “Savage Border,” 1874–1945
Authors: Heylen, Ann.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Outcasts of Empire: Japan’s Rule on Taiwan’s “Savage Border,” 1874–1945” by Paul D. Barclay.
57. Title: Imagining Taiwan: The Role of Art in Taiwan’s Quest for Identity (1987–2010)
Authors: Jacobs, J Bruce.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Imagining Taiwan: The Role of Art in Taiwan’s Quest for Identity (1987–2010)” by McIntyre Sophie.
58. Title: China’s Macao Transformed: Challenge and Development in the 21st Century
Authors: Hung, Eva P W.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “China’s Macao Transformed: Challenge and Development in the 21st Century” by Eilo W.Y. Yu.
59. Title: A City Mismanaged: Hong Kong’s Struggle for Survival
Authors: Kwok, Henry.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “A City Mismanaged: Hong Kong’s Struggle for Survival” by Leo F. Goodstadt.
60. Title: Health Policy and Disease in Colonial and Postcolonial Hong Kong, 1841–2003
Authors: Wan, Kent.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Health Policy and Disease in Colonial and Postcolonial Hong Kong, 1841–2003” by Ka-che Yip, Yuen Sang Leung.
