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1. Title: An Insider–Outsider Theory of Popular Tolerance for Corrupt Politicians
Authors: Eric C.C. Chang and Nicholas N. Kerr

Abstract: This article addresses the puzzle of electoral support for corrupt politicians in emerging democracies by examining citizens’ varying attitudes toward political corruption. We make an important theoretical distinction between perceptions of and tolerance for corruption, and argue that these different attitudes vary across individuals depending on whether they are political insiders or outsiders. We test our theory using Afrobarometer survey data from 18 sub-Saharan African countries and find that individuals included within clientelistic networks simultaneously perceive corruption as ubiquitous and are more tolerant of malfeasance. Meanwhile, those individuals with partisan or ethnic ties to the incumbent are less likely to consider corruption as widespread. Finally, we explore whether variation in attitudes toward corruption influences citizens’ voting behavior, and find that insiders are less likely to “vote the rascals out.”

2. Title: Conflict between Explicit and Tacit Public Service Bargains in U.K. Executive Agencies
Authors: Thomas Elston

Abstract: Public service bargains (PSBs) define rewards, competencies, and loyalties for civil servants. They involve both explicit and tacit agreements with politicians. The article suggests that these two kinds of bargain may not be closely coordinated with one another, and can become “loosely coupled,” operating and evolving with relative independence. This is particularly likely when there is conflict between rational-actor preferences and institutional expectations about political-administrative behavior. Such a trade-off can be managed by “decoupling” the explicit and tacit PSB, so that they operate differently in public and in private. Loose coupling results in inconsistent PSBs that are resistant to change, whereas decoupling highlights the compliance costs that actors face when securing cultural legitimacy for their bargains. These arguments are illustrated by the long-term development of “Next Steps” agencies in the United Kingdom, where a marked disjuncture has emerged between the stated and practiced PSB.
3. Title: State Capacity, Bureaucratic Politicization, and Corruption in the Brazilian State
Authors: Katherine Bersch, Sérgio Praça and Matthew M. Taylor

Abstract: Responding to recent articles in Governance highlighting the need for improved measurement of bureaucratic characteristics, this article describes efforts to map Brazil's federal agencies on three dimensions—capacity, autonomy, and partisan dominance—derived from data on more than 326,000 civil servants. The article provides a “proof of concept” about the utility of agency-level measures of these variables, demonstrating how they relate to an output common to all agencies: corruption. The article provides a first step in the direction of building a comparative research program that offers objective evaluation of bureaucracies within nation-states, with the intent of better disentangling their impact on governance outcomes.
4. Title: Governance in the Age of Digital Media and Branding
Authors: Alex Marland, J. P. Lewis and Tom Flanagan

Abstract: The politicization of government communications requires intense control. Centralization of government power accompanies advances in information and communications technology, as political elites use branding strategy in an attempt to impose discipline on their messengers and on media coverage. The strategic appeal of public sector branding is that it replaces conflicting messages with penetrating message reinforcement. Among the notable features are central control, a marketing ethos, a master brand, communications cohesiveness, and message simplicity. Together these features work to conflate the party government and the public service, which perpetuates trends of centralization. Using Canada's Conservative government (2006–2015) as a case study, public sector branding explains the hyper control over government communications and demonstrates why these developments can be expected to last, regardless of which party or leader is in control.
5. Title: Introducing a New Data Set: Budget Support Suspensions as a Sanctioning Device: An Overview from 1999 to 2014
Authors: Nadia Molenaers, Anna Gagiano and Lodewijk Smets

Abstract: This article presents a new, publicly available data set covering all budget support (BS) suspensions in the period 1999–2014. The data set covers 239 BS suspensions, involving 18 donors and 40 recipient countries. This article shows an aggregate picture of these suspensions, including the reasons why donors suspended, which donors have been active in suspending their BS, and which countries have been undergoing these aid sanctions. From this aggregate picture some patterns drawn out, substantiate a couple of things that have surfaced in the literature already. With 42% of BS suspensions in the Democracy and Human Rights category, it is clear that democratic governance has been a pertinent reason to legitimize BS suspensions. The large number of suspensions in some countries also indicates the unpredictability of budget support. 
以下是书评：
6. Title: The political economy of privatization in rich democracies
Authors: Judith Clifton

Abstract: The article reviews the book “The political economy of privatization in rich democracies,” by Herbert Obinger, Carina Schmitt and Stefan Traub.
7. Title: Europe managing the crisis: The politics of fiscal consolidation
Authors: Christopher Hood

Abstract: The article reviews the book “Europe managing the crisis: The politics of fiscal consolidation,” by Walter J.M. Kickert and Tiina Randma-Liiv.
8. Title: Smart citizens, smarter state: The technologies of expertise and the future of governing
Authors: Scott A. Fritzen

Abstract: The article reviews the book “Smart citizens, smarter state: The technologies of expertise and the future of governing,” by Beth Simone Noveck.
9. Title: Do-it-yourself democracy: The rise of the public engagement industry
Authors: Robert J. Chaskin

Abstract: The article reviews the book “Do-it-yourself democracy: The rise of the public engagement industry,” by Caroline W. Lee.
10. Title: Controlling immigration: A global perspective
Authors: Mahama Tawat

Abstract: The article reviews the book “Controlling immigration: A global perspective,” by James Hollifield, Philip Martin and Pia Orrenius, eds.
