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1. Title: Why Iran Should Get the Bomb: Nuclear Balancing Would Mean Stability
Authors: Waltz, Kenneth N.
Abstract: The past several months have witnessed a heated debate over the best way for the US and Israel to respond to Iran's nuclear activities. As the argument has raged, the US has tightened its already robust sanctions regime against the Islamic Republic, and the European Union announced in January that it will begin an embargo on Iranian oil on July 1. Although the US, the EU, and Iran have recently returned to the negotiating table, a palpable sense of crisis still looms. Once Iran crosses the nuclear threshold, deterrence will apply, even if the Iranian arsenal is relatively small. No other country in the region will have an incentive to acquire its own nuclear capability, and the current crisis will finally dissipate, leading to a Middle East that is more stable than it is today. For that reason, the US and its allies need not take such pains to prevent the Iranians from developing a nuclear weapon.
2. Title: Europe's Optional Catastrophe: The Fate of the Monetary Union Lies in Germany's Hands
Authors: Mallaby, Sebastian
Abstract: Two decades ago, when the European currency system was last on the brink of collapse, the ultimate question was how much Germany, the continent's economic powerhouse, would do to save it. The peripheral economies were hurting, weighed down by a monetary policy that was appropriate for Germany but too austere for weaker European countries. Germany's central bank, the Bundesbank, had to make a choice. It could continue to set high interest rates, thus upholding its commitment to stable prices. Or it could cut rates and accept modest inflation -- and so save the rest of Europe from a prolonged recession. Germany's leaders are correct that the countries in crisis must earn their own recoveries; the European Central Bank cannot save them on its own. In particular, they must improve the administration of public finances, cracking down on tax evasion and wasteful spending, and remove product and labor-market regulations that undermine competitiveness. But these reforms tend to pay off in the long term.
3. Title: The Cuban Missile Crisis at 50: Lessons for U.S. Foreign Policy Today
Authors: Allison, Graham
Abstract: Fifty years ago, the Cuban missile crisis brought the world to the brink of nuclear disaster. The current confrontation between the US and Iran is like a Cuban missile crisis in slow motion. Events are moving, seemingly inexorably, toward a showdown in which the US president will be forced to choose between ordering a military attack and acquiescing to a nuclear-armed Iran. Today, the threat of an Israeli air strike strengthens US President Barack Obama's hand in squeezing Iran to persuade it to make concessions. But the possibility that Israel might actually carry out a unilateral air strike without US approval must make Washington nervous, since it makes the crisis much harder to manage. One lesson of the Cuban missile crisis is that if you are not prepared to risk war, even nuclear war, an adroit adversary can get you to back down in successive confrontations.
4. Title: Trading Up in Asia: Why the United States Needs the Trans-Pacific Partnership
Authors: Gordon, Bernard K.
Abstract: As the Doha Round of global trade talks nears its 12th year with no end in sight, the negotiations have all but failed. Frustrated with Doha's stagnation and eager to expand trade and secure alliances, the US has signed a series of bilateral free-trade agreements, culminating in last year's pacts with Colombia, Panama, and South Korea. These deals have been generally favorable to the US; the agreement with South Korea is expected to increase trade between the two countries by billions of dollars and create tens of thousands of jobs for each. Even as Washington hopes that its efforts to shape the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) will sooth the concerns of US industries and unions, it has already rankled public interest groups and the governments of the other countries negotiating the agreement -- particularly when it comes to intellectual property. If the TPP negotiations bear fruit, the US will become far stronger, economically and politically, over the next generation.
5. Title: Environmental Alarmism, Then and Now: The Club of Rome's Problem-and Ours
Authors: Lomborg, Bjørn
Abstract: Forty years ago, humanity was warned: by chasing ever-greater economic growth, it was sentencing itself to catastrophe. The Club of Rome, a blue-ribbon multinational collection of business leaders, scholars, and government officials brought together by the Italian tycoon Aurelio Peccei, made the case in a slim 1972 volume called The Limits to Growth. In the standard scenario, the authors projected the most likely future that would play out for humanity. The authors concluded that the basic behavior mode of the world system is exponential growth of population and capital followed by collapse. And when you introduce technological developments that successfully lift some restraint to growth or avoid some collapse, the system simply grows to another limit, temporarily surpasses it, and falls back. The authors of The Limits to Growth named five drivers of the world system, but they left out the most important one of all: people, and their ability to discover and innovate.
6. Title: The Right Way Out of Afghanistan: Leaving Behind a State That Can Govern
Authors: Hadley, Stephen; Podesta, John
Abstract: The signing in May of a strategic partnership agreement between the US and Afghanistan came at a tense time in the Afghan war. As NATO and the International Security Assistance Force work to transfer security responsibility for much of the country to the Afghan government, the agreement establishes the contours of a long-term relationship and a framework for future cooperation. Trust between the US and Afghan governments has eroded as a result of Afghan civilian casualties, attacks on US and other international forces by Afghan troops, and blunders by US military personnel, including the burning of Korans at an air base. Although the Obama administration has reached out to the Taliban and Pakistan in the hopes of achieving a negotiated settlement, the US transition strategy still prioritizes military activity over diplomacy. The US needs a more robust political strategy to actively support the transition, one that presses for a more legitimate Afghan government, a political settlement among the broad range of Afghan actors outside the current system, and a regional settlement that involves Pakistan. 

7. Title: Obama's New Global Posture: The Logic of U.S. Foreign Deployments
Authors: Flournoy, Michèle; Davidson, Janine
Abstract: Tough economic times have often been met in the US by calls for a more modest foreign policy. But despite the global economic downturn, in today's interdependent world, retrenchment would be misguided. The US' ability to lead the international community is still invaluable and unmatched. Its economy is still by far the largest, most developed, and most dynamic in the world. Preserving the US' unique standing and leadership will require revitalizing the American economy, the foundation of the nation's power. It will also require smart engagement with the rest of the world to create the conditions that are essential to economic recovery and growth, namely, stability and uninterrupted trade. Forward engagement is not only an effective way to safeguard US national security interests; it is also a responsible and efficient way to position US forces in a time of economic constraint. Obama's strategic realignment rightly recognizes the role that the US military plays in promoting stability and securing US national interests around the world. 
8. Title: How India Stumbled: Can New Delhi Get Its Groove Back?
Authors: Mehta, Pratap Bhanu
Abstract: When the United Progressive Alliance, a group of center-left parties led by the Indian National Congress, came to power for a second term in 2009, it seemed that India could do no wrong. The economy had sailed through the worst of the global economic recession with GDP growing at a fast seven percent annually and accelerating. Inflation was low, officials were finally starting to take India's social problems seriously, and politics in the world's largest democracy were contentious but robust. Just two years later, however, India's growth is slackening, its national deficit is growing, and inflation is rising after having fallen between early 2010 and early 2012. India's economic future depends on the country's politics, and that is both good and bad news. True, India's politics will often be mired in brinkmanship and inefficiency. But Indian politicians have a remarkable capacity for reinvention. They can rapidly change course when need be, and there is nothing like a crisis to concentrate their minds.
9. Title: Deterrence Lessons From Iraq: Rationality Is Not the Only Key to Containment
Authors: Baram, Amatzia
Abstract: As Iran continues its pursuit of a nuclear capability, outside observers have debated just how worried the world should be. Optimists argue that since nuclear war would be suicidal, no government would ever risk it, and they think the Islamic Republic would be no exception. Pessimists argue that Iran's radical and unstable regime might behave in unpredictable ways and cannot be trusted. Both camps seem to agree that rationality is the key to deterrence; they disagree over whether a nuclear Iran would be rational. The implications of the Iraq case for dealing with Iran and other problematic actors are unsettling. The one thing optimists and pessimists seem to agree on -- that rational regimes can be counted on to act in predictable ways -- turns out not to be true. So policymakers cannot base their decisions on judgments about what hypothetical rational actors would do in abstract situations. Instead, they need to rely on fine-grained, case-specific analyses of particular political figures and bureaucratic processes operating in particular, local contexts.
10. Title: How to Succeed in Business: And Why Washington Should Really Try
Authors: Benard, Alexander
Abstract: On Oct 19, 2011, the government of Afghanistan -- acting in part on the recommendation of US military advisers working with the Afghan Ministry of Mines -- granted a license to the China National Petroleum Corp to develop several oil fields in northern Afghanistan. Just three years earlier, another state-owned Chinese company, the China Metallurgical Group Corp, won the rights to develop Afghanistan's Aynak copper deposit, one of the largest in the world, again with American acquiescence. There should have been no surprise. The fact is that the US has long lacked even the semblance of a strategy for competing with China in emerging markets. The US needs to find a happy medium in which business promotion again becomes a strong pillar of its foreign policy, although not its sole focus. The declining popularity of Chinese companies in the developing world has given the US an opening to regain the initiative in these critical markets. 

11. Title: Cleaning Up Coal: From Climate Culprit to Solution
Authors: Morse, Richard K.
Abstract: Coal, the rock that fueled the industrial age, is once again remaking the global energy landscape. Over the past decade, while most of the world stood transfixed by the gyrations of the oil markets, the promise of alternative energy, and the boom in cheap natural gas, coal left all other forms of energy in its dust, contributing nearly as much total energy to the global economy as every other source combined. But just as coal is remaking energy markets, it is also remaking the climate. Coal combustion is the world's largest source of carbon dioxide emissions, responsible for almost 13 billion tons per year. Given how dominant coal is, one of the most promising ways to fight global warming is to make it emit less carbon dioxide, a solution that is less elusive than commonly thought. As demand for coal climbs to new heights and as global temperatures keep rising, the world cannot afford to pass up the opportunity to make the fuel cleaner.
12. Title: National Insecurity: Just How Safe Is the United States? / Zenko and Cohen Reply
Authors: Miller, Paul D.
Abstract: Micah Zenko and Michael Cohen ("Clear and Present Safety," March/April 2012) argue that "the world that the US inhabits today is a remarkably safe and secure place." The country faces no "existential" threats, great-power war is unlikely, democracy and prosperity have spread, public health has improved, and few international challenges place American lives at risk. In light of these developments, they argue, the US is safer today than it was during the Cold War. The biggest problem with this argument is the authors' narrow definition of what constitutes a threat to the United States: a situation that poses existential danger or causes immediate bodily harm or death to US citizens. This threshold is shortsighted and unrealistically high. If the same framework were applied to the twentieth century, then the outbreak of World War I and the German invasion of Poland in 1939 would not have been considered threats to the US. 
13. Title: Is Iraq on Track? : Democracy and Disorder in Baghdad
Authors: Blinken, Antony
Abstract: Ned Parker's article "The Iraq We Left Behind" gives the impression that Iraq is a hybrid of North Korea and Somalia, part ruthless dictatorship and part lawless wasteland: in short, "the world's next failed state." The article glossed over, or ignored altogether, the clear, measurable progress Iraq has made in the few short years since it lurched to the brink of sectarian war. Since US President Barack Obama took office with a commitment to end the war responsibly and initiated the drawdown of 144,000 troops, violence in Iraq has declined and remains at historic lows. a trend that has continued since the last US troops departed late last year. For the past two years, critics repeatedly and mistakenly warned that a string of political crises, over the election law, the de-Baathification process, the election itself, and the formation of a government, would lead to renewed sectarian violence. 
14. Title: A Solid State/Parker Replies
Authors: Ricklefs, Norman
Abstract: Ned Parker's article reflects the new conventional wisdom among media outlets, think tanks, and large swaths of the policymaking and military communities: that Iraq is on its way to becoming a failed state, if it isn't one already. Long gone is the vision of a US-aligned, democratic Iraq serving as a beacon to the rest of the Middle East. The country, pessimists such as Parker argue, suffers from terrorism, organized crime, corruption, human rights abuses, an absence of law and order, and a lack of basic services that is shameful for such an oil-rich place. Occasional coordinated terrorist attacks continue, mostly targeting Iraqi security forces and police. Only a few years ago, by contrast, the chief threat was not just irregular terrorism but also rocket and sniper attacks, kidnappings, drive-by shootings, and pitched battles in the streets. Terrorism and criminal violence now claim on average fewer than 60 lives a week: a 90% reduction from 2006. 
15. Title: Resilient Brazil
Authors: Lapper, Richard
Abstract: Ruchir Sharma is correct that many challenges lie ahead for Brazil. Its savings rate is too low. Its infrastructure is inadequate. A dense bureaucracy and powerful vested interests often block necessary change. Reform efforts there move too slowly. But Sharma fails to see many positive signs that suggest that Brazil will continue to grow. It is certainly true that over the past decade, Chinese demand for commodities triggered an economic boom in Brazil. Brazilian exports to China generated large trade and current account surpluses and allowed Brasilia to build up its foreign reserves. But Sharma wrongly asserts that Brazil spent this windfall on constructing a "sleepy" welfare state. Instead, trade surpluses helped stabilize Brazil's external accounts, reinforcing the confidence of local businesses and foreign investors in Brazil's economy. The social and economic changes of the last two decades and the dynamism of the internal market have not immunized Brazil against another global downturn, but they have made it resilient.

16. Title: How Busted Is Brazil?: Growth After the Commodities Boom
Authors: O'neil, Shannon
Abstract: Ruchir Sharma ("Bearish on Brazil," May/June 2012) argues that Brazil's incredible rise over the past ten years has depended on the sale of commodities, and that as commodity markets begin to slow, so, too, will Brazil's growth. Sharma correctly notes that in the coming years, Brazil will likely need to confront a decline in commodity purchases from China. But he fails to recognize that economic stability has also driven Brazil's growth. Throughout the late twentieth century, Brazil suffered from failed stabilization policies and devastating bouts of hyperinflation. In 1994, however, Brazil introduced a new currency, the real, which has kept inflation in check. Around this time, the government also began lowering tariffs, opening up markets, and privatizing industries, policies entrenched over the next decade by former Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva. Brazil faces many problems, from poor education and infrastructure to a complex bureaucracy and complicated tax regulations. 
17. Title: Democracy Matters
Authors: Rohter, Larry
Abstract: In comparing Brazil to China, Ruchir Sharma calls for Brasilia to follow Beijing's example of growth at any cost -- a model that would cast the country backward into authoritarianism. Since Brazil introduced the real in 1994, it has lifted roughly a quarter of its population out of extreme poverty and nurtured a growing class of middleincome consumers. Meanwhile, since the late 1970s, China has removed an equal proportion of its citizens from similar levels of poverty. But whereas China has grown under the direction of one-party rule, in which labor unions, an independent press, and autonomous civil society are repressed or forbidden, Brazil has done so amid the give-and-take of democracy. Sharma is right to argue that Brazil faces many challenges. But it cannot confront these problems by following the Chinese model, which guarantees profit by imposing its policies and stifling dissent. To continue growing, Brazil must serve not hedge funds, banks, and big businesses but the well-being of its citizens.
18. Title: Educate and Innovate/Sharma Replies
Authors: Lemos, Ronaldo
Abstract: Ruchir Sharma suggests that to sustain its success, Brazil should devote more resources to infrastructure projects, education, and research and development. But he fails to mention that over the past several years, Brazil has attempted to do just that, launching a series of programs meant to boost industry and technical education. However noble, these initiatives have failed to address the structural reforms necessary to promote the innovation that the country desperately needs. To begin with, this past April, Brazil announced a stimulus package of $35 billion to aid its industrial base. The legislation also eliminated billions of dollars in payroll taxes, created subsidies for lending, and promised to weaken the currency. The Brazilian government has also attempted to support industry and innovation in the long term, particularly by improving education. Students hoping to have their degrees recognized must endure a years-long validation process before taking doctorate-level jobs, defeating the very purpose of Science Without Borders.
19. Title: Measuring the Mafia-State Menace: Are Government-Backed Gangs a Grave New Threat?/Naím Replies
Authors: Andreas, Peter
Abstract: According to Moisis Naim's essay "Mafia States" (May/June 2012), the world now faces a grave "new threat": governments that have been taken over by organized crime. These "mafia states" are so dangerous, Naim argues, that they are no longer merely a law enforcement challenge but a full-blown national security threat. Naim gives of a criminal organization linked to a state, there are many more equally striking parallels from the past. The state and organized crime have never been as separate as Naim seems to imagine they once were. Naim points to the current Venezuelan government's alleged high-level military links to drug trafficking. In many places, from Latin America to Southeast Asia, the Cold War created a tolerant climate for states to back criminal enterprises -- links that were often overlooked for geopolitical convenience. The British authorities in the Bahamas also operated a mafia state of sorts during Prohibition, letting their territory become a transshipment point for rumrunners. 

以下是书评：

20. Title: Hegemony and After: Knowns and Unknowns in the Debate Over Decline
Authors: Keohane, Robert O.
Abstract: The World America Made, by Robert Kagan, and Power and Willpower in the American Future: Why the United States Is Not Destined to Decline, by Robert J. Lieber, are reviewed. 
21. Title: Fixing Finance: Wall Street and the Problem of Inequality
Authors: Tett, Gillian
Abstract: Inequality and Instability: A Study of the World Economy Just Before the Great Crisis, by James K. Galbraith, Finance and the Good Society, by Robert J. Shiller and Predator Nation: Corporate Criminals, Political Corruption, and the Hijacking of America, by Charles Ferguson, are reviewed.
22. Title: Reading Putin: The Mind and the State of Russia's President
Authors: Yaffa, Joshua
Abstract: The Strongman: Vladimir Putin and the Struggle for Russia, by Angus Roxburgh and The Man Without a Face: The Unlikely Rise of Vladimir Putin, by Masha Gessen, are reviewed. 

23. Title: Confucius and the Ballot Box: Why "Asian Values" Do Not Stymie Democracy
Authors: Nathan, Andrew J.
Abstract: Confucianism and Democratization in East Asia, by Doh Chull Shin, is reviewed. 
24. Title: Robespierre's Rules for Radicals: How to Save Your Revolution Without Losing Your Head
Authors: Higonnet, Patrice
Abstract: Robespierre: A Revolutionary Life, by Peter McPhee, is reviewed.
