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1. Title: The Rule of Law and the Frankenstate: Why Governance Checklists Do Not Work.
Authors: Scheppele, Kim Lane.
Abstract: The author reflects on reasons why governance checklists fail to work and how the rule of law can be abused by political parties to remain in power. She talks about a historic failure in constitutional design with the German Weimar Constitution which allowed the president to dissolve a deadlocked parliament and then declare a state of emergency. She mentions the Hungarian government led by Prime Minister Viktor Orbán and the Fidesz political party and its abuse of rule of law in amendments.
2. Title: Bureaucracies, Neoliberal Ideas, and Tax Reform in New Zealand and Ireland.
Authors: Christensen, Johan.
Abstract: Why did New Zealand adopt one of the most neoliberal tax systems in the world, whereas Ireland pursued a heterodox tax policy of low rates, deep deductions, and distortionary tax incentives? The diverging tax policy trajectories of these two small liberal market economies since 1980 are not well accounted for by conventional ideational, partisan, or political-institutional explanations. The article argues that the varying degree of neoliberal reform is better understood as the result of differences in the institutionalization of economic knowledge within the state. Distinct administrative institutions in New Zealand and Ireland gave rise to profound differences in the identities, expertise, economic ideas, and policy advice approach of tax policy bureaucrats, which had a major impact on tax policymaking in the two countries.
3. Title: The Eroding Effect of Corruption on System Support in Sweden.
Authors: Linde, Jonas; Erlingsson, Gissur Ó.
Abstract: Sweden is consistently found at the top in international indices of corruption. In recent years, however, several instances of corruption have been exposed, and surveys show that large shares of Swedish citizens harbor perceptions that public corruption is widespread. Drawing on recent surveys, two questions are asked. First, to what extent do Swedish citizens believe that corruption constitutes a serious problem? Second, how do citizens' evaluations of the extent of public corruption affect support for the democratic system? Approaching the issue from a comparative Nordic perspective, the data indicate that Swedes are considerably more prone to believe that politicians and public officials are corrupt than their Nordic counterparts. The analysis also suggests that such perceptions constitute an important determinant of support for the democratic system. Thus, even in a least likely case of corruption, such as Sweden, growing concerns about corruption has a potential to affect democratic legitimacy negatively.
4. Title: Pitfalls of Contracting for Policy Advice: Preparing Performance Budgeting Reform in Estonia.
Authors: Raudla, Ringa.
Abstract: The goal of this article is to analyze the challenges involved in contracting for policy advice with the example of performance budgeting reform in Estonia in 2009-2011. The Estonian Ministry of Finance has sought to prepare a major change in the budgeting system by outsourcing the analytical preparation of different aspects of the reform to various private sector organizations. The case study seeks to identify the challenges and pitfalls involved in contracting for policy and management advice in the area of a major public sector reform. The Estonian experience shows that such a reform strategy can run into serious problems, including fragmented and inconsistent reform plan, limited learning, and high transaction costs. The contractualization of reform preparation has constrained deliberations on the planned changes to the strategic planning and budgeting system among the stakeholders and undermined the democratic legitimacy of the reform.
5. Title: How Did the Spanish Financial System Survive the First Stage of the Global Crisis?
Authors: Royo, Sebastián.
Abstract: This article analyzed the impact of the global crisis on the Spanish financial system between 2008 and 2010. It shows that, overall, the performance of the largest Spanish financial institutions was positive. The article examined why, and outlined some lessons. It contended that this response was largely driven by institutional, political, and cultural factors. At the same time, the article showed that as the crisis intensified, Spain's banking sector could not escape its dramatic effects. Deteriorating economic conditions, the implosion of the real estate market, the dependence on wholesale funding, weaknesses in the regulatory framework, and the role of the Bank of Spain all helped to explain this reversal. Finally, the article considered the Spanish experience within the framework of the varieties of capitalism literature. It showed that differences among financial systems persist. Indeed, in Spain, the crisis has led to extensive regulatory intervention, reinforcing the preexisting model.
6. Title: Exploring the Determinants of the Entry and Exit of Ministers in Korea: 1980-2008.
Authors: Hahm, Sung Deuk Jung, Kwangho Lee, Sam Youl.
Abstract: The entry and exit of ministers has been of primary interest to students of political science and public management in Western countries. Responding to the lack of research on the entry and exit of ministers in non- Western countries, this article examined determinants of both the entrance and exit of ministers in Korea from the life cycle point of view based on the Korean Ministerial Database from 1980 to 2008. We argued that as the Korean presidency shifts from an imperialistic to a democratic presidency, ministerial appointments in Korea also seem to shift from an expertise-focused to a politics-focused approach. Likewise, the primary resignation reason also shifts from policy failure to political reasons. We also argued that Korean presidents use their power to reshuffle cabinet ministers too often for their political interests. As a result, Korean ministers spend too little time in post; average tenure is now down to about one year. These short terms in office dilute a minister's ability to dictate departmental policy.
7. Title: Constructing Institutional Measures: Indicators of Political and Property Rights in Mozambique, 1900-2005.
Authors: Luiz, John Manuel Pereira, Luis Brites Oliveira, Guilherme.
Abstract: In this article, we focus on the role of political and economic institutions in Mozambique's development. We produce a set of institutional indicators for Mozambique for the period 1900-2005. The first index tracks political freedoms and is unique in its duration and complexity. The second index is a measure of property rights for Mozambique, and such a measure has not existed previously and certainly not for this length of time. The construction of these indices is a painstaking process through historical records but it provides us with a richness of institutional data previously not available. The new institutional indices will allow us to explore the role of the institutional environment in determining economic growth and development in Mozambique over time.
以下是书评:
8. Title: A Tale of Two Cultures: Qualitative and Quantitative Research in the Social Sciences.
Authors: Woolcock, Michael.
Abstract: The article reviews the book "A Tale of Two Cultures: Qualitative and Quantitative Research in the Social Sciences," by Gary Goertz and James Mahoney.
9. Title: Poor Numbers: How We Are Misled by African Development Statistics and What to Do About It.
Authors: Andrews, Matt.
Abstract: The article reviews the book "Poor Numbers: How We Are Misled by African Development Statistics and What to Do about It," by Morton Jerven.
10. Title: Shadow Elite: How the World's New Power Brokers Undermine Democracy, Government and the Free Market.
Authors: Johnston, Michael.
Abstract: The article reviews the book "Shadow Elite: How the World's New Power Brokers Undermine Democracy, Government and the Free Market," by Janine R. Wedel.
11. Title: Jobs for the Boys: Patronage and the State in Comparative Perspective.
Authors: Schuster, J. W. Christian
Abstract: The article reviews the book "Jobs for the Boys: Patronage and the State in Comparative Perspective," by Merilee S. Grindle.
12. Title: Scientists and the Regulation of Risk: Standardising Control.
Authors: Hauray, Boris
Abstract: The article reviews the book "Scientists and the Regulation of Risk: Standardising Control," by David Demortain.
