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1. Title: Going Beyond Heroic Leaders in Development 
Authors: Matt Andrews 
Abstract: Leadership is an under-studied topic in international development. When the topic is broached it is usually to support what might be called a “hero dependency”: One or other individual is identified as the hero of a past event (or the hero-to-be of a future event). This article argues that this dependency is problematic, however, because (i) heroes have not emerged in many contexts for long periods and individuals who may have been considered heroes in the past often turned out less than heroic, (ii) heroes are at least as much the product of their contexts as they turned out to be the shapers of such, and (iii) stories about hero-leaders doing special things mask the way such special things emerge from the complex interactions of many actors—some important and some mundane. Notions of hero-leadership in development are less convincing when one appreciates these arguments. Referencing broader work on leadership (and some in the development space itself) the article calls development theorists and practitioners to go beyond the heroic leader perspective in thinking about who leads development.  
2. Title: Dual Decentralization and Fragmented Authoritarianism in Governance: Crowding Out among Social Programmes in China 
Authors: Jiwei Qian and Ka Ho Mok 
Abstract: In this paper, we use city-level datasets of social assistance programmes over 280 cities between year 2003 and 2011 to verify the existence of the crowding out between social assistance programmes and unemployment insurance in China. In other words, the expansion of social assistance programmes is associated with a reduction in the enrolment of unemployment insurance. With verifying the existence of the crowding out, this article argues that the crowding out is a result of an ineffective coordination across government departments. In the process of ‘dual decentralization,’ in which the central government has delegated welfare provision responsibility to local governments, the misalignment of incentive and institutions between central and local governments explains the ineffective coordination. Different from many studies in the literature, this paper presents an adverse consequence of China's bureaucratic incentive system in social policy implementation. Also, while the conceptual framework ‘fragmented authoritarianism’ has highlighted the policy ineffectiveness in the economic policy area, this paper contributes to this literature by illustrating the policy ineffectiveness in the social policy areas.  
3. Title: Fiscal Decentralization, Flat Administrative Structure, and Local Government Size: Evidence and Lessons from China
Authors: Ping Zhang, Chunkui Zhu and Yilin Hou

Abstract: This paper examines the effects of fiscal decentralization and flat administrative structure on local budget size and program outlays. We test three related theoretical hypotheses in China's adoption of province-over-county scheme of financial administration. We provide evidence that both decentralization of expenditure and decentralization of revenue increase the size of local budgets; that the impact of the former far outweighs that of the latter with local budgets on a rising trajectory; and that discretion grants localities more means to increase their budget. These results show that as China's reform deepens the proportion of local outlay on administration declines because of more local discretion from eliminating the prefecture bypass between the province and counties. But neither decentralization nor increased local discretion has allocated more local resources for education, and both contribute to increasing outlay on economic development. The paper formulates tentative policy recommendations that carry potential application for other countries.  
4. Title: E-Government Technology Transfer: A Case Study of the Implementation of a European Patent Management System in Brazil 
Authors: Gabriel Marcuzzo do Canto Cavalheiro and Luiz Antonio Joia 
Abstract: In order to bolster the emerging but still underdeveloped conceptualization of e-government technology transfer, we examine the implementation of a European Patent Management System in Brazil. The case study provided in this article offers opportunities to improve understanding on technical and organizational issues associated with e-government technology transfer. Our findings provide evidence that the transfer of e-government technology from a European to a Brazilian context requires multiple adaptations of the original design, intensive learning on the side of the recipient organization, and flexible implementation plans. 
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5. Title: Development Cooperation of the ‘New’ EU Member States. Beyond Europeanization. Edited by Ondřej Horký-Hluchán and Simon Lightfoot. Palgrave, 2015. Hardcover: USD100.00. E-book is also available. 
Authors: Raphaëlle Faure
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Development Cooperation of the 'New' EU Member States: Beyond Europeanization,” by Ondřej Horký-Hluchán and Simon Lightfoot. 
6. Title: The Politics of Public Sector Performance: Pockets of Effectiveness in Developing Countries. By Michael Roll, Ed., Routledge, 2014, Hardback: USD 147.00; Paperback: USD49.95. E-book is also available. 
Authors: Rogerio F. Pinto
Abstract: The article reviews the book “The Politics of Public Sector Performance: Pockets of Effectiveness in Developing Countries,” by Michael Roll. 
