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1. Title: What We Have To Show for 30 Years of New Public Management: Higher Costs, More Complaints

Authors: Hood, Christopher; Dixon, Ruth.
Abstract: The article talks about the New Public Management (NPM) which has made a set of related ideas about government & public service reform, intended to create a government that works better & costs less. It also focuses on a commonest view of NPM among students of government is get-what-you-pay-for view, as it puts more emphasis on cost cutting. In addition a new study on "A Government that Worked Better & CostLess?" was published on April 2015, which provides information on United Kingdom's 30 years of central & local government running costs. According to the study, there was a rise in running costs of civil departments by two-fifth in constant price terms while total public spending doubled over the same time period.
2. Title: Service Personalization as a Response to Noncompliance with Routine Childhood Vaccination

Authors: Gofen, Anat; Needham, Catherine.
Abstract: Governmental reaction to citizens' noncompliance with policy is often portrayed as a retrospective enforcement effort, in which incentives and information serve as the main mechanisms to change citizens' noncompliant behavior. This study suggests that government may adapt existing policy arrangements to encourage compliance rather than enforce implementation. Such responses recognize that noncompliance is an ongoing decision-making process rather than a single event, with scope for government intervention at different points. Drawing on toddlers' nonvaccination in Israel as a test case, findings indicate that to minimize noncompliance and its public health implications, officials have responded by personalizing the standardized service. Personalization is a pragmatic response that recognizes that hesitant parents may be amenable to modified interventions as an alternative to complete exit. Nevertheless, personalization challenges the very notion of a public health intervention based on a standard protocol and raises new dilemmas around where private responsibilities end and public ones begin.

3. Title: The Differential Empowering Effects of Europeanization on the Autonomy of National Agencies

Authors: Bach, Tobias; Ruffing, Eva; Yesilkagit, Kutsal.
Abstract: This article examines the influence of Europeanization on the relationship between ministries and agencies at the national level. The core argument is that the differentiated nature of the international environment (with policy development often transferred to the international level and policy implementation left at the national level) transforms national agencies into policy-developing actors that shape policies without being directly influenced by their national political principals. The increasingly common involvement of national agencies in European policymaking processes thereby increases these agencies' policy-development autonomy but does not change their role in policy implementation. We examine this argument by testing an innovative hypothesis-the differentiation hypothesis-on a combined data set of German and Dutch national agencies. Our empirical findings support the hypothesis in both countries, suggesting that similar effects can be expected in other contexts in which semiautonomous agencies are involved in transnational policymaking.
4. Title: Responsibility to Be Enthusiastic? Public Servants and the Public Face of 'Promiscuous Partisanship'

Authors: Grube, Dennis.
Abstract: Contemporary public service leaders are no longer the anonymous mandarins of Westminster folklore. Whether giving public speeches to outside organizations or communicating directly with the media, senior public servants are emerging from anonymity to become public actors in their own right. This article undertakes a comparative study across four Westminster jurisdictions- Australia, Canada, New Zealand, and the United Kingdom-to examine the formal rules and guidelines that apply to public servants when making public statements in their official capacity. Drawing on the late Peter Aucoin's notion of 'promiscuous partisanship,' the article argues that public servants are expected to demonstrate a new level of enthusiasm when explaining or justifying government policy to the public. This has implications for the extent to which nonpartisanship can continue to effectively function within Westminster systems.

5. Title: The Limits of Regulation: Indirect Party Access to State Resources in Australia and the United Kingdom
Authors: Bolleyer, Nicole; Gauja, Anika.
Abstract: The way in which political parties use state resources indirectly (e.g., parliamentary expenses) receives substantial attention in public debate, particularly when surrounded by perceptions of misuse. However, scholarly studies of resources indirectly available to parties through their functions in the state, how they are used and regulated, are rare. This article presents an analytical framework that identifies and categorizes the range of indirect resources linked to parties' institutional roles. It locates these resources within a four-fold matrix of regulation, distinguishing regimes that vary in their detail and whether compliance is externally monitored. Undertaking comparative case studies of parliamentary resource use in the United Kingdom and Australia, we argue that the blurring of party-political and parliamentary roles can impede the effectiveness of regulatory regimes that democracies adopt, regardless of detail and external enforcement. These findings have important implications for regulatory reforms that seek to constrain parties' behavior to depoliticize democratic governance.
6. Title: When Does Service Delivery Improve the Legitimacy of a Fragile or Conflict-Affected State?
Authors: Mcloughlin, Claire.
Abstract: Received wisdom holds that the provision of vital public services necessarily improves the legitimacy of a fragile or conflict-affected state. In practice, however, the relationship between a state's performance in delivering services and its degree of legitimacy is nonlinear. Specifically, this relationship is conditioned by expectations of what the state should provide, subjective assessments of impartiality and distributive justice, the relational aspects of provision, how easy it is to attribute (credit or blame) performance to the state, and the characteristics of the service. This questions the dominant institutional model, which reduces the role of services in (re)building state legitimacy to an instrumental one. A more rounded account of the significance of service delivery for state legitimacy would look beyond the material to the ideational and relational significance of services, and engage with the normative criteria by which citizens judge them.
7. Title: Ethics Experts as an Instrument of Technocratic Governance: Evidence from EU Medical Biotechnology Policy

Authors: Littoz-Monnet, Annabelle.
Abstract: This article challenges the assumption that ethics committees introduce democratic control in policy areas where scientific expertise and ethical concerns collide. The claim is that politicians or bureaucrats are likely to resort to the use of ethical expertise when they face a specific type of dilemma: the impossibility, on the one hand, of yielding a consensus on controversial value-based issues via the democratic route and the need, on the other, to legitimize controversial policy choices in these areas. The article examines this dynamic with regard to the European Union's medical biotechnology policy, a contested policy domain where ethical specialists are awarded expert status. The article finds that establishing ethical experts as a new category of expertise alongside scientific experts actually bolsters the technocratic domain in areas where it is contested, thus reinforcing the authority of experts and bureaucrats in the policy process, rather than democratic control.

8. Title: Taxation and the Unequal Reach of the State: Mapping State Capacity in Ecuador
Authors: Harbers, Imke.
Abstract: Even though the unequal reach of the state has become an important concern in the literature on developing democracies in Latin America, empirical measures of intracountry variation in state capacity are scarce. So far, attempts to develop valid measures of the reach of the state have often been hampered by inadequate data. Leveraging insights from national-level scholarship, this article proposes a tax-based measure to capture such intracountry variation. Drawing on a comprehensive data set of municipal finance and estimates of economic activity derived from nighttime lights, it maps state capacity in Ecuador. The article validates the measure on the basis of survey data collected by the Latin American Public Opinion Project. A multilevel analysis demonstrates that citizens tend to be more satisfied with the services provided by the state in municipalities with higher state capacity, which strengthens confidence that the measure picks up relevant differences.
9. Title: Taking the State Back Out, or Merely Ignoring It? A Response to Lee et al.

Authors: Peters, B. Guy; Pierre, Jon.
Abstract: The authors of the article argue that variables to measure the degree of fundamental functions by measuring the extent to which it is able to control violence within a country, and the capacity to collect taxes as published in a previous issue of the periodical “Governance", by Lee et al. are inadequate measures of the contemporary state and that the conclusions drawn in this article are therefore misleading. The authors add that the conception is outdated and inadequate. The article also discusses on types of State Intervention and Instruments of the Contemporary State.

10. Title: Taking the State (Back) Out? A Reply to Peters and Pierre

Authors: Lee, Melissa M.; Walter-Drop, Gregor.
Abstract: The article presents a discussion on statehood & its importance in delivering public services for the people. It focuses on conceptualization of the state by Peters & Pierre as being primarily involved in maintaining order & generating revenue, which is too narrow for a wide range of other factors contributing to the nations service delivery. Additionally it also measures the enforcement capability of a state by using their fiscal capacity as a proxy & noting the visibility of intervening instruments of economy like subsidies. The evidence thus concludes that the weak link between statehood & service provision is the fact that complex governance still exists.
以下是书评：

11. Title: Public Service Reforms in India: A Fight against Corruption
Authors: Quah, Jon S.T. 
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Public Service in India: A Fight against Corruption” by Chakraborty, Shiladitya.
12. Title: Working with the Grain
Authors: Srivastava, Vivek
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Working with the Grain: Integrating Governance & Growth in Development Strategies” by Levy, Brian. 

13. Title: Foreign and Domestic Investment in Argentina: The Politics of Privatized Infrastructure
Authors: Clifton, Judith
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Foreign & Domestic Investment in Argentina: The Politics of Privatized Infrastructure” by Post, Allison E. 
14. Title: The Integrity of Governance: What It Is, What We Know, What Is Done, and Where to Go
Authors: Hoxha, Julinda
Abstract: The Article Reviews The Book “Integrity of Governance: What It Is, What We Know, What Is Done, & Where To Go” by Huberts, Leo.
15. Title: Public Financial Governance for Inclusive Development in Africa

Authors: Rajaram, Anand

Abstract: The article reviews the book “Public Financial Governance for Inclusive Development in Africa “by Schiavo-Campo, Salvatore. 
16. Title: China's Hukou System: Markets, Migrants, and Institutional Change
Authors: Hansberger, Jason
Abstract: The article reviews the book “China's Hukou System: Markets, Migrants & Institutional Change” by Young, Jason. 
