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1. Title: Globalization and the Eroding Value Consensus on Governance.
Authors: Cox, Robert Henry.
Abstract: The author reflects on the concept of globalization and the eroding value of its governance. He discusses the meaning and value of globalization and the types of values that undergrid the knowledge of governance in the world. The author also mentions the factors that contribute to the eroding value of consensus on governance in globalization and suggests ways on how to address the problem by promoting the value of equal treatment, fairness, impartiality and respect for the rule of law that are promoted as the legitimate basis for a pattern of governance.
2. Title: Our Asian Challenge.
Authors: Roberts, Alasdair.
Abstract: The author reflects on the important role played by the journal in addressing the mismatch between labor and its ambition to build a world and government that are effective, respectful of human rights, and subject to popular control. He recognizes the factors that contribute to the problem and the measures that need to be implemented to address the issue. The author asserts the need for leading journals in public administration to pay attention to parts of the world in which governance fall short of expectations and dwell on a small number of rich countries that are stable and democratic.
3. Title: Romanticizing Bureaucratic Leadership? The Politics of How Elected Officials Attribute Responsibility for Performance.
Authors: Nielsen, Poul A; Moynihan, Donald P.
Abstract: A core task for elected officials is to hold bureaucratic leaders responsible, but how do they determine if public managers actually influence outcomes? We propose that partisan and leadership heuristics affect how politicians apply a logic of individualized responsibility, that is, focus on individual bureaucrats rather than situational factors to explain organizational outcomes. We match survey data of local elected officials in Denmark with individual partisan variables and objective performance data about the schools they oversee. We provide evidence that partisan beliefs matter, with conservative elected officials more willing to pursue a logic of individualized responsibility. We also find that elected officials are more likely to assume that bureaucratic leaders determine organizational outcomes where performance is very high or low, a leadership attribution heuristic previously established in private sector studies. We argue that our findings have important implications for contemporary governance, given the growing reliance on performance metrics to assign responsibility.
4. Title: Need or Greed? Conditions for Collective Action against Corruption.
Authors: Bauhr, Monika.
Abstract: This article calls into question one of the implicit assumptions linking democratic accountability to reduced corruption, namely, that citizens will expose institutions rife with venality and mobilize for better government. Instead, mobilization may be contingent on the type of corruption. The study develops a distinction between need and greed corruption and suggest that citizens are more likely to engage in the fight against corruption when corruption is needed to gain access to 'fair' treatment (need corruption) as opposed to special illicit advantages (greed corruption). Using data from the Global Corruption Barometer 2013, the study suggest that need corruption mobilizes citizens, in particular if they perceive that fellow citizens will also engage, while greed corruption leads to secrecy, demobilization, and a propensity to 'free ride' on other citizens' anticorruption efforts. The study thereby contributes to a better understanding of fundamental conditions for collective action against corruption and explaining why greed corruption persists in societies with well-established institutions for accountability.
5. Title: Better than Nothing: How Policies Influence Political Participation in Low-Capacity Democracies.
Authors: Hern, Erin Accampo.
Abstract: A growing body of policy feedback work demonstrates that citizens' experiences with public policy influence the way they participate in politics. Most of this work takes place in advanced industrial democracies, but the nuances of policy design influencing participation in advanced democracies are often irrelevant for those in low-capacity democracies. This study extends the policy feedback framework to address how policies might 'feed back' differently in low-capacity countries with uneven basic service delivery. In low-capacity democracies, the most salient distinction is between those who have access to basic state-provided services and those who do not. Using original data collected in Zambia, it demonstrates that those who have even marginal access to state services have higher levels of political engagement and political participation than those without access, indicating that imperfect extension of services may help boost democratic citizenship in developing countries.
6. Title: Serving Two Masters: Professionalization versus Corruption in Ukraine's Election Administration.
Authors: Herron, Erik S; Boyko, Nazar; Thunberg, Michael E.
Abstract: The development of a neutral, professional bureaucracy has been a profound concern for emerging democracies. International and domestic actors have expended significant resources to encourage the development of the rule of law, yet many postcommunist societies remain mired in corruption. When corrupt behaviors are integrated with a core function of democratic states, such as the implementation of free and fair elections, the implications of failures to professionalize bureaucrats are enhanced. This article empirically evaluates how professionalization and corruption interact in election administration, using unique survey data from Ukraine. We assess the results of pre- and postelection surveys of administrators conducted across Ukraine during the 2014 parliamentary elections. Our results suggest that aspects of a professionalized bureaucracy coexist with corruption and that mitigating incentives for state capture is a major challenge for democratization.
7. Title: The Impact of Parties and Elections on Municipal Debt Policy in Mexico.
Authors: Benton, Allyson Lucinda; Smith, Heidi Jane M.
Abstract: Opportunistic electoral fiscal policy cycle theory suggests that all subnational officials will raise fiscal spending during elections. Ideological partisan fiscal policy cycle theory suggests that only left-leaning governments will raise election year fiscal spending, with right-leaning parties choosing the reverse. This article assesses which of these competing logics applies to debt policy choices. Cross-sectional time-series analysis of yearly loan acquisition across Mexican municipalities-on statistically matched municipal subsamples to balance creditworthiness across left- and right-leaning governments-shows that all parties engage in electoral policy cycles but not in the way originally thought. It also shows that different parties favored different types of loans, although not always according to partisan predictions. Both electoral and partisan logics thus shape debt policy decisions-in contrast to fiscal policy where these logics are mutually exclusive-because debt policy involves decisions on multiple dimensions, about the total and type of loans.
8. Title: Sunlight or Window Dressing? Local Government Compliance with South Africa's Promotion of Access to Information Act.
Authors: Berliner, Daniel.
Abstract: Institutional reforms often face challenges of poor compliance and implementation at the local level. I analyze these in a context where weak state capacity and limited enforcement make widespread compliance unlikely. South Africa's 2000 Promotion of Access to Information Act tasked the South African Human Rights Commission with monitoring and promoting compliance, but with limited resources and no authority to sanction. I argue that local political competition can generate endogenous incentives for compliance, even under conditions of weak capacity and limited external enforcement. Using data on 234 South African municipalities over 10 years, I find higher levels of compliance among more politically competitive municipalities. The results are not simply a function of differences between African National Congress-governed municipalities and others, and are robust to numerous controls for different forms of local state capacity.
9. Title: Does Organizational Adaptation Really Matter? How Mission Change Affects the Survival of U.S. Federal Independent Agencies, 1933-2011.
Authors: Boin, Arjen; Kofman, Celesta; Kuilman, Jeroen; Kuipers, Sanneke; van Witteloostuijn, Arjen.
Abstract: Public administration scholars tend to take for granted that organizational adaptation is important. This common notion that public organizations must adapt to stay alive has not been put to the test in the field of public administration, however. Intriguingly, organization ecologists find that adaptation does not matter and might even be counterproductive for individual organizations. They argue that the absence of adaptation-which they refer to as structural inertia-actually enhances the likelihood of survival. But organization ecologists focus mostly on nonpublic organizations. This prompts the question whether adaptation in public organizations really matters. In this article, we test these contrasting claims (while controlling for design features) on a population of U.S. federal independent public agencies ( n = 142). Our findings suggest a subtle narrative. We conclude that proactive adaptation increases termination hazards. But inertia does not seem to significantly enhance survival chances.
10. Title: Private Regulation and Global Economic Change: The Drivers of Sustainable Agriculture in Brazil.
Authors: Schleifer, Philip.
Abstract: What determines the uptake of private sustainability regulation in developing countries? Existing studies point to the local context as the key explanatory factor. In particular, they identify local program characteristics, industry structures, and the regulatory environment as variables influencing program uptake at the point of production. However, examining two very similar certification programs in Brazil's soy and sugarcane industries, this article finds that local conditions fail to account for the observed patterns. A 'local explanation' would have predicted similar levels of industry uptake in the two sectors. Conversely, it is found that Brazil's soy producers first backed but then opposed private sustainability regulation, whereas in the sugarcane sector the dynamic was exactly the opposite. Through an in-depth analysis and cross-case comparison this article reveals how changing transnational conditions were decisive in shaping these outcomes. Specifically, shifting end markets exposed the two sectors to different economic and regulatory pressures.
11. Title: Bureaucratic Expertise, Overconfidence, and Policy Choice.
Authors: Liu, Xinsheng; Stoutenborough, James; Vedlitz, Arnold.
Abstract: Classic theory on bureaucracy suggests that one primary source of bureaucratic power in public administration and the policy-making process derives from bureaucratic issue-specific expertise. Studies in psychology and behavioral economics suggest that experienced experts tend to be overconfident in estimating their expertise, but few researchers have examined whether experienced bureaucrats are prone to overconfidence and, if so, how overconfidence may correlate with their policy choice. Drawing on past theoretical and empirical literature, this study is the first to investigate these questions by using survey data collected from 579 officials in various agencies related to climate change mitigation and adaptation. Our analyses demonstrate that (a) the level of issue-specific expertise perceived by individual bureaucrats is positively associated with their work experience/job relevance to climate change, (b) more experienced bureaucrats tend to be more overconfident in assessing their expertise, and (c) overconfidence, independently of sociodemographic characteristics, attitudinal factors and political ideology, correlates positively with bureaucrats' risk-taking policy choices.
以下的是书评：
12. Title: The Statebuilder's Dilemma: On the Limits of Foreign Intervention.
Authors: Jacob, Daniel.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “The Statebuilder's Dilemma: On the Limits of Foreign Intervention,’’ by David A. Lake.
13. Title: Making Sense of Corruption.
Authors: Rotberg, Robert I.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Making Sense of Corruption,’’ by Bo Rothstein and Aiysha Varraich.
14. Title: Dictators and their Secret Police: Coercive Institutions and State Violence.
Authors: Hassan, Mai; O'Mealia, Thomas.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Dictators and their Secret Police: Coercive Institutions and State Violence,’’ by Sheena Chestnut Greitens.
15. Title: Governance Networks in the Public Sector.
Authors: Oliveira, Eduardo.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Governance Networks in the Public Sector,’’ by Erik Hans Klijn and Joop Koppenjan.
16. Title: What is Government Good at? A Canadian Answer.
Authors: Lewis, J. P.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “What is Government Good at? A Canadian Answer,’’ by Donald J. Savoie.
