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1. Title: A New Direction in the People's Liberation Army's Emergent Strategic Thinking, Roles and Missions 
Authors: Char, James; Bitzinger, Richard A. 
Abstract: The People's Liberation Army (PLA) has been undergoing a profound transformation in terms of its operational capabilities, both with regard to its hardware as well as its heartware, i.e. the softer aspects of its development including its operational culture and military ethos. These changes have permeated every facet of the PLA - technological, organizational and doctrinal. Despite successive generations of Chinese leaders having declared their adherence to "peace" and "development," it has become clearer that Beijing's security policy under Xi Jinping has shifted steadily away from "keeping a low profile." In that regard, the status of the PLA in the domestic and international calculus of China's new commander-in-chief has, unsurprisingly, become more pronounced, with Xi taking noticeably greater interest in harnessing the Chinese Communist Party's coercive forces as his personal domestic powerbase and foreign policy instrument complementing China's hard economic power. 
2. Title: Xi Jinping in Command: Solving the Principal-Agent Problem in CCP-PLA Relations? 
Authors: Kou, Chien-wen.  
Abstract: The PLA has been a key player in Chinese elite politics since 1949. However, a series of developments over the last four years has prompted China watchers to re-evaluate Party-military relations. This paper argues that CCP-PLA relations in the Xi Jinping era are characterized by the centralization of power in a single civilian individual. This centralization is reflected by events such as a new emphasis on the CMC chairman responsibility system, the establishment of new coordination bodies under the top leader, radical reforms to the military command structure, the promotion of Xi's public image as the top leader, and large-scale personnel reshuffes during which Xi's trustees have gradually come to occupy key military posts while his rivals have been removed. For Xi, these measures are an antidote to the principal-agent problem in CCP-PLA relations caused by both information asymmetry and the discrepant interests of civilian leaders and the top brass of the PLA. 
3. Title: China's New "Black Box": Problems and Prospects for the Central National Security Commission 
Authors: Wuthnow, Joel. 
Abstract: China's establishment of a Central National Security Commission (CNSC) in late 2013 was a potentially transformative event in the evolution of China's national security decision-making structure. Yet, as of mid-2017, few details about this organization and its activities have been released, leading to continuing questions about its likely role and functions in the Chinese system. Based on an analysis of numerous authoritative but under-utilized Chinese sources, this article addresses the rationale, prospects and implications of the CNSC. It argues that the organization is both a fulfilment of a long-held desire by many in China for a centralized, permanent national security deliberation forum and also a reflection of the unique challenges facing China in the 21st century. Contrary to existing analyses, which argue that the CNSC is likely to be focused primarily on domestic security tasks, the article contends that it is more likely to play a major role in both internal and external security affairs. Moreover, the article argues that if certain obstacles can be addressed, the CNSC may have broad implications in areas ranging from China's crisis response capability to the role played by the Chinese Communist Party general secretary in the national security decision-making process. The conclusion recaps ...

4. Title: The US-China Naval Balance in the Asia-Pacific: An Overview 
Authors: Goldstein, Lyle. 
Abstract: A truism in strategic studies holds that warfare is highly complex and unpredictable. What appears to be a stable and predictable military balance can be suddenly overthrown by innovative doctrines or cunning strategies. This paper attempts to fill a perceived gap in strategic studies analysis with respect to US-China naval conflict scenarios. The author is concerned that most Western analyses on the subject tend to be simplistic and unduly optimistic. The approach in this paper follows a "Chinese style" in that it examines the Asia-Pacific strategic balance as a series of interacting military campaigns. The results of the analysis yield that the US retains a strong advantage in certain warfare domains, to be sure. Yet, the assumption that the US military has a decisive advantage in the relevant scenarios becomes dubious in light of the potentially devastating blow against US and allied bases that could be made by PLA conventional missile forces. Moreover, a Chinese advantage in the use of offensive mine warfare, when combined with China's ability to prevent US and allied aerial anti-submarine forces from flying, could combine to roll back, or at least significantly limit, Washington's heretofore decisive undersea advantage. 
5. Title: Prospects for Cross-Strait Political Negotiation: Exploring Win-Sets 
Authors: Wenger, Josh; Chen, Ming-tong. 
Abstract: This study adopts a pre-negotiation approach based on Robert Putnam's win-set concept to examine domestic constraints on cross-Strait political negotiation. Survey research of elite opinion in both China and Taiwan and of public opinion in Taiwan is used to estimate each side's win-set (that is, the set of political negotiation outcomes that could win majority approval domestically) during Ma Ying-jeou's second presidential term in Taiwan (2012-2016). The possibility for overlap in win-sets that could provide a zone of possible agreement and the potential for coalitions in favour of negotiation are analysed. The study finds no win-set overlap and limited potential for coalitions favouring negotiation outcomes with the least distance from overlap, concluding that domestic conditions for formal political negotiations between Beijing and Taipei are unlikely to be ripe in the near term. 
6. Title: The Strengths of China's Charm Offensive: Changes in the Political Landscape of a Southern Taiwan Town under Attack from Chinese Economic Power 
Authors: Keng, Shu; Yu-Chen Tseng, Jean; Yu, Qiang.  
Abstract: China's trade with Taiwan has a political motive: winning the hearts and minds of the Taiwanese people. The effectiveness of China's economic statecraft can be examined in the Syuejia (Xuejia) case, where Taiwan put up strong resistance to the generous benefits offered by China. This article investigates the political implications of the Chinese-designed contract farming programme in Syuejia and argues that if economic favours are delivered, and positive impressions also created, political attitudes can be revised. Without these two prerequisites, however, replicating the Syuejia results elsewhere and thus disturbing the cross-Strait status quo will be difficult. When put in a theoretical context, the changes in the political landscape of Syuejia illustrate the interplay of economic interests and political identity. 
7. Title: Soft Power Rich, Public Diplomacy Poor: An Assessment of Taiwan's External Communications 
Authors: Rawnsley, Gary. 
Abstract: Accepting that Taiwan has accumulated "soft power" since the introduction of democratic reforms in the late 1980s, this paper assesses Taiwan's external communications during Ma Ying-jeou's presidency and how its soft power resources have been exercised. Demonstrating the strategic turn from political warfare to public and cultural diplomacy, the paper begins with the premise that the priority must be to increase familiarity with Taiwan among foreign publics. It then argues that any assessment of external communications in the Ma administration must consider the impact of two key decisions: first, the dissolution of the Government Information Office and the transfer of its responsibilities for international communications to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and a new Ministry of Culture, and second, the priority given to cultural themes in Taiwan's external communications. 

8. Title: Rethinking China's Coercive Capacity: An Examination of PRC Domestic Security Spending, 1992-2012 
Authors: Greitens, Sheena Chestnut. 
Abstract: Discussions of China's rising domestic security expenditure often present this spending as evidence of the Chinese Communist Party's strong coercive capacity. This article argues that a lack of theoretical clarity about domestic security has resulted in flawed conclusions about these expenditures and their implications for China's coercive capacity. Challenging the conventional wisdom, the article analyses China's domestic security spending from 1992 through 2012 and argues that it is important to consider not only the total amount that China spends but also how it spends these resources and the magnitude of the threats that this expenditure must address. It finds that China's domestic security spending is not historically unprecedented, is not expanding as a proportion of national expenditure, and is not necessarily high (or producing high coercive capacity) when compared to other countries. The article also shows that certain locations struggle more to fund their coercive capacity than others, and that these locations overlap with areas where internal security threats may be particularly acute. The challenges that the coercive apparatus must address have also grown over the same period during which domestic security spending has risen. Finally, attempts to improve the political position of China's coercive agents cannot be equated with ...

9. Title: Changing Property-Rights Regimes: A Study of Rural Land Tenure in China 
Authors: Brandt, Loren; Whiting, Susan H; Zhang, Linxiu; Zhang, Tonglong. 
Abstract: Through two rounds of land contracting, rural households have been allocated a bundle of rights in land. We observe significant differences across villages in the amount of land to which villagers retain a claim and the institutional mechanisms governing the exchange of land rights. This study reveals the perpetuation and expansion of non-market mechanisms accruing to the benefit of village cadres and state officials and only limited emergence of market mechanisms in which households are primary beneficiaries. It identifies factors in economic, political and legal domains that incentivize and enable state officials and local cadres to capture returns from use of land. Relatedly, the study finds differences in conflict over property-rights regimes. Drawing on a pilot survey carried out by the authors in November of 2011 in Shaanxi and Jiangsu provinces (192 households in 24 villages), this paper seeks to explain heterogeneity and change in property-rights regimes over time and across space. 

10. Title: Administrative Reform and the Transfer of Authority to Social Organizations in China 
Authors: Gao, Hong; Tyson, Adam. 
Abstract: In this article, we examine the administrative functions that have been carried out by social organizations (SOs) in China since 2013. We use evidence from Guangdong to demonstrate that the transfer of authority to SOs is selective, tends to create more burdens for local government, and generally does not lead to greater autonomy for SOs. We focus on five types of SOs that are undertaking new administrative functions with varying degrees of operational autonomy, which relates to the consultative authoritarian model proposed by Jessica Teets. Consultative authoritarianism allows for the expansion of relatively autonomous SOs and the development of indirect state control mechanisms. The model is designed to improve governance without democratization by expanding the role played by intermediaries such as SOs in public administration and service delivery. The evidence from Guangdong permits us to conclude that the transfer of authority to SOs allows for innovations in public administration, but that politics continues to motivate government decisions as to which functions are suitable for SOs to undertake, casting doubt on the ability of the Chinese Communist Party to achieve sustainable improvements in local governance and public service provision. 
11. Title: Market Penetration, Institutional Niches and Job Searches in Reforming China 
Authors: Huang, Xianbi. 
Abstract: Using an institutional perspective, this paper explores coexisting job search methods in reforming China. Analysis of the 2003 Chinese General Social Survey data shows that China's labour markets are segmented into institutional niches by two key factors: the type of ownership of work organization and the status of the work organization in the market. The effectiveness of job search methods varies across the different institutional niches. Hierarchical arrangements and social networks remain powerful means of obtaining jobs in the state sector, including both monopolistic and competitive work organizations, while job searches using a market-oriented method are comparatively useful for winning jobs in the non-state sector irrespective of whether organizations are competitive or monopolistic in terms of market competition. This paper not only illustrates the value of an institutional approach to labour market research but also reveals the scope of market penetration in China's emerging labour markets. 
12. Title: The Xinjiang Class: Multi-ethnic Encounters in an Eastern Coastal City 
Authors: Yuan, Zhenjie; Qian, Junxi; Zhu, Hong.  
Abstract: The Xinjiang Class (Xinjiang neidi ban, or Xinjiangban) has far-reaching implications for Beijing's governance of ethnic minorities in Xinjiang. Existing literature has focused primarily on the Uyghur-Han dichotomy, with limited attention being paid to the actual multi-ethnic interactions that constitute the situated dynamics of policy implementation. Utilizing the notions of the space of prescription and the space of negotiation to develop an analytical framework, this paper argues that social relations in the Xinjiangban are ongoing constructions borne by everyday experiences of domination and negotiation, and that space is constitutive of this situated dynamic. Based on nearly four years of research at a Xinjiangban, we make a case for the fluidity and incoherence of the implementation of the Xinjiangban policy. Those who implement it at the school level produce a space of prescription that deploys specific spatial-temporal arrangements to manage expressions of ethnic identity. Driven by the need to achieve upward mobility, minority students are open-minded about the Han- and patriotism-centred education. However, they use innovative and improvised tactics to create spaces of negotiation to re-assert their ethnicities. In the Xinjiangban, minority students do comply with spaces of prescription, but they simultaneously keep their ethnic and religious practices alive. 

以下是书评:

13. Title: Forget Chineseness: On the Geopolitics of Cultural Identification 
Authors: Carrico, Kevin. 
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Forget Chineseness: On the Geopolitics of Cultural Identification,” by Allen Chun. 
14. Title: Making Autocracy Work: Representation and Responsiveness in Modern China 
Authors: Lü, Xiaobo.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Making Autocracy Work: Representation and Responsiveness in Modern China,” by Rory Truex. 
15. Title: Democracy in China: Challenge or Opportunity 
Authors: Jia, Peitao. 
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Democracy in China: Challenge or Opportunity,” by Keping Yu. 
16. Title: Shaken Authority: China's Communist Party and the 2008 Sichuan Earthquake 
Authors: Paik, Wooyeal. 
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Shaken Authority: China's Communist Party and the 2008 Sichuan Earthquake,” by Christian P. Sorace.  
17. Title: The Red Guard Generation and Political Activism in China 
Authors: Bonnin, Michel. 
Abstract: The article reviews the book “The Red Guard Generation and Political Activism in China,” by Guobin Yang. 
18. Title: Bitter and Sweet: Food, Meaning, and Modernity in Rural China 
Authors: Bunkenborg, Mikkel. 
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Bitter and Sweet: Food, Meaning, and Modernity in Rural China,” by Ellen Oxfeld. 
19. Title: Chinese Muslims and the Global Ummah: Islamic Revival and Ethnic Identity among the Hui of Qinghai Province 
Authors: Cieciura, Wlodzimierz. 
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Chinese Muslims and the Global Ummah: Islamic Revival and Ethnic Identity among the Hui of Qinghai Province,” by Alexander Stewart. 
20. Title: China's Quest for Great Power: Ships, Oil, and Foreign Policy 
Authors: Holmes, James R. 
Abstract: The article reviews the book “China's Quest for Great Power: Ships, Oil, and Foreign Policy,” by Bernard D. Cole. 

21. Title: China-South Korea Relations in the New Era: Challenges and Opportunities 
Authors: Chung, Jae Ho. 
Abstract: The article reviews the book “China–South Korea Relations in the New Era: Challenges and Opportunities,” by Min Ye.
22. Title: India-China Relations: Politics of Resources, Identity and Authority in a Multipolar World Order 
Authors: Verma, Raj. 
Abstract: The article reviews the book “India-China Relations: Politics of Resources, Identity and Authority in a Multipolar World Order,” by Jagannath P. Panda.
23. Title: Inheritance of Loss: China, Japan, and the Political Economy of Redemption after Empire 
Authors: Vekasi, Kristin. 
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Inheritance of Loss: China, Japan, and the Political Economy of Redemption after Empire,” by Yukiko Koga.
24. Title: News under Fire: China's Propaganda against Japan in the English-Language Press, 1928-1941 
Authors: Mackinnon, Stephen R. 
Abstract: The article reviews the book “News under Fire: China's Propaganda against Japan in the English-Language Press, 1928–1941,” by Shuge Wei.
25. Title: Empires of Coal: Fueling China's Entry into the Modern World Order, 1860-1920 
Authors: Eberspaecher, Cord. 
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Empires of Coal: Fueling China’s Entry into the Modern World Order, 1860-1920,” by Shellen Xiao Wu.
26. Title: The Body and Military Masculinity in Late Qing and Early Republican China 
Authors: Ng, Michael. 
Abstract: The article reviews the book “The Body and Military Masculinity in Late Qing and Early Republican China: The Art of Governing Soldiers,” by Nicolas Schillinger.
27. Title: Borderland Capitalism: Turkestan Produce, Qing Silver, and the Birth of an Eastern Market 
Authors: Brophy, David. 
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Borderland Capitalism: Turkestan Produce, Qing Silver, and the Birth of an Eastern Market,” by Kwangmin Kim.
28. Title: Religious Publishing and Print Culture in Modern China, 1800-2012; Recovering Buddhism in Modern China 
Authors: Barrett, T H. 
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Religious Publishing and Print Culture in Modern China, 1800-2012,” by Philip Clart and “Recovering Buddhism in Modern China,” by Jan Kiely and J. Brooks Jessup.
29. Title: The Modernization of Chinese Art: The Shanghai Art College, 1913-1937 
Authors: Holmes, Ros. 
Abstract: The article reviews the book “The Modernization of Chinese Art: The Shanghai Art College, 1913–1937,” by Jane Zheng.
30. Title: Filming the Everyday: Independent Documentaries in Twenty-First Century China 
Authors: Robinson, Luke. 
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Filming the Everyday: Independent Documentaries in Twenty-First-Century China,” by Paul G. Pickowicz and Yingjin Zhang.
31. Title: Chinese Avant-Garde Fiction: Quest for Historicity and Transcendent Truth 
Authors: Chan, Roy. 
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Chinese Avant-garde Fiction: Quest for Historicity and Transcendent Truth,” by Zhansui Yu.
