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1. Title: Introduction to Special Section: Intermediaries Between Science, Policy and the Market 
Authors: Morgan Meyer and Matthew Kearnes 
Abstract: This special section analyses the practices and the performativity of intermediaries. Rather than conceiving intermediaries as agents that passively transfer knowledge and objects between the worlds of science, policy and the economy, the focus is on how they mobilise, reframe and structure expertise and policy imperatives. The papers demonstrate that intermediaries come to: collectively explore new worlds and ventures; perform, define and constitute new scientific fields; and actively constitute logics such as scientification or forecasting in the development of techno-logical regulation. In this way, the papers that comprise this special section contribute to a performative understanding of the practices engaged in intermediation that extend and challenge documentary and ideographic modes of analysis that dominate current scholarhip. 
2. Title: Situating Knowledge Intermediation: Insights from Science Shops and Knowledge Brokers  
Authors: Katharina Schlierf and Morgan Meyer 
Abstract: This paper explores some of the difficulties in accounting for the value of knowledge intermediation, focusing on two types of knowledge inter-mediators: science shops and knowledge brokers. We analyse the way in which actors themselves ‘situate’, and thus value, their work and practices. Drawing upon theorisations by Antoine Hennion and Bruno Latour, who have distinguished between intermediaries and mediation, we show that actors mobilise two non-mutually exclusive, coexisting repertoires: a ‘two-world’ repertoire and a repertoire of ‘exploration’. In the two-world repertoire, knowledge inter-mediators are seen as actors placed between two (pre-existing) worlds: as a result, their task becomes connecting these two worlds. The repertoire of exploration refers to the fact that inter-mediators evolve in uncertain worlds, their role consisting of exploring and performing new worlds including their own place and role within these. We argue that the tensions between these two repertoires are a potential resource for theory and practice.  
3. Title: Transfer and Exploration: Two Models of Science-Industry Intermediation  
Authors: Liliana Doganova 
Abstract: The creation of academic spin-offs, which are new ventures exploiting knowledge and technologies generated in public research organizations, has become a central aspect of contemporary innovation policies. This paper examines the science/industry intermediation role of academic spin-offs by distinguishing two models, which we qualify as transfer and exploration. While the transfer model has been predominant in both the literature and policy making, its assumptions have been questioned by studies depicting spin-offs as mediators that transform the entities that they transmit and the worlds between which they move. Building on a case study that traces back the emergence of a French spin-off, this paper contrasts the transfer and exploration models of science/industry intermediation. We identify three main points of divergence, relating to socio-technical stability, dynamics and devices, and highlight the challenges raised by the exploration model, both in terms of scholarly analysis and public policy design.  
4. Title: Performing Synthetic Worlds: Situating the Bioeconomy  
Authors: Matthew Kearnes 
Abstract: This paper explores the role of intermediary organisations in the development of the ‘bioeconomy’. Focusing on the strategies employed by UK funding agencies to coordinate research in the emerging field of synthetic biology, I explore the spatiality of contemporary science and research policy and the practices engaged by research support bodies. While forms of territorial coordination have constituted a crucial strategy in the promotion of biotechnological clusters, regions and cities, a range of ‘geographical imaginations’ have dominated political and policy discourse on the bioeconomy and institutional responses to the emergence of synthetic biology. Developing a notion of the reflexive creation of hybrid forums, drawn from Callon et al. (2002), in this paper I develop an alternative concept of the performative enactment of interactive spatialities. I argue that in coordinating research in synthetic biology intermediary institutions are engaged in the active composition and management of new networks of actors and institutions.  
5. Title: ‘Don’t Make Nanotechnology Sexy, Ensure Its Benefits, And Be Neutral’: Studying the Logics of New Intermediary Institutions in Ambiguous Governance Contexts  
Authors: Heidrun Åm 
Abstract: This paper suggests a new theoretical approach to studying intermediary institutions, particularly intermediary institutions at the science–policy nexus. Intermediary institutions that mediate between science and politics have often been approached from the perspective of ‘boundary organizations’. But this model, incorporating assumptions of principal–agent theory, is not suitable for capturing case studies (of intermediary institutions) in ambiguous governance contexts. Indeed, there is a lack of systemic studies of the material implications that the rise of new governance actors has, for example for governing emerging technologies. Therefore, we need a new theoretical vocabulary to grasp how intermediary institutions emerge and how they work in practice. This paper addresses this gap by analysing the shortcomings of a nanotechnology observatory project. Drawing on both actor network theory and political discourse theory, the paper outlines a three-fold framework based on the concept of logics that shifts the focus of research toward an analysis of context-based case studies of intermediaries.  
6. Title: Framing the Uncertainty of Risk: Models of Governance for Genetically Modified Foods  
Authors: Lisa F. Clark 
Abstract: The interpretation of risk in governance frameworks for genetically modified (GM) foods is an important component of their design and function. This paper develops the concept of a risk frame to better understand how perceptions of risk, uncertainty, and authority over evidence are considered in governance frameworks for GM foods. It develops a typology of risk frames: the proof of harm, precautious and precaution through experience risk frames. The ‘precaution through experience’ risk frame is an emergent concept offering possible avenues beyond current regulatory standoffs by incorporating both scientific and socio-economic perspectives of risk in deepened deliberative settings. The paper uncovers how varying interpretations of uncertainty and acceptable levels of risk associated with innovative technologies influence the development of public policy within regulatory frameworks for biotechnology.  
7. Title: Governance System of Governmental R&D Programs: Formation and Transformation of the Framework Act On Science and Technology in Korea  
Authors: Sea-Hong Oh and Kyoung-Joo Lee 
Abstract: Growing beyond the catch-up model of imitative innovations, Korea has considerably expanded its national R&D budget since the 1990s. However, the rapid expansion brought about a decentralization of the national R&D programs by competing ministries, thus raising significant concerns about inter-ministerial duplication and overlap. Ratified in 2001, the Framework Act on Science and Technology (FAST) instituted a central coordination mechanism for national R&D programs. Adopting the ‘institutional system’ perspective, this paper examines the role of the FAST in coordinating and integrating national R&D programs. This paper emphasizes the significance of the integrity and interconnectivity of institutional components, including the National Science and Technology Council, national R&D planning, and performance evaluation. It also highlights the importance of an organizational body with the requisite capabilities for effective operation of legal institutions as well as the significant effects of informal institutions in bureaucracy.  
8. Title: International Benchmarking: Politics and Policy  
Authors: Kathleen C. Dominique, Ammar Anees Malik, and Valerie Remoquillo-Jenni 
Abstract: As policy-makers search for signposts to guide the design and implementation of successful public policies, international benchmarking is increasingly viewed as an attractive source of inspiration and policy learning. Yet, despite its popularity, its claims as a technique for policy learning are surprisingly understudied. This paper critically examines the use of international benchmarking as a policy-making tool and draws insights from structured interviews with a diverse range of policy-makers, researchers, and academics. First, the study found that rather than being used as a tool for policy learning, international benchmarking is more often employed to steer political agendas. Second, there is a notable resistance on the part of policy-makers to adopt the ‘lessons’ of international comparisons, often on the basis of claims of ‘exceptionalism’. Finally, the appeal of rankings, league tables, and best practices can gloss over important contextual factors that inform the policy learning process, crowding out other valuable modes of policy learning.  

9. Title: A Distorted Regulatory Landscape: Genetically Modified Wheat and the Influence of Non-Safety Issues in Canada  
Authors: Jean-Michel Marcoux and Lyne Létourneau 
Abstract: Drawing on the institutional analysis and development framework, this paper explores the likely influence of socio-economic issues on the processing of the application for the authorization for genetically modified wheat by the Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) in the period 2002–4. As an attempt to explain why the CFIA regulators asked for additional environmental data relating to the unconfined release of this crop, and refrained from making a regulatory decision, this analysis focuses on the interaction between the rules that frame the formal approval process and the involvement of various actors in a lively social debate. It argues that the flexibility provided by the regulatory decision-making process, combined with the socio-economic issues that were forcefully raised by interest groups, academics and parliamentary committees, created a distorted regulatory landscape that led regulators to further scrutinize the environmental impacts of this seed.  

10. Title: Managing the Environmental Science–Policy Nexus in Government: Perspectives from Public Servants in Canada and Australia  
Authors: Gordon M. Hickey, Patrick Forest, Jean L. Sandall, Briony M. Lalor, and Rodney J. Keenan 
Abstract: Public sector environmental management involves complex and dynamic interactions between those responsible for the science, management and policy responsibilities of government. This paper presents the results of an exploratory study into the perspectives, experiences and understandings of senior bureaucrats from provincial/state and federal government agencies dealing with environmental issues across Canada and Australia. Participants described numerous social capital-related factors as influencing the use of science-based knowledge in government policy processes, including a lack of communication, trust and collaboration. Further, knowledge integration was raised as a major challenge facing governments seeking to enhance co-ordination among agencies and foster innovation. Participants also outlined a desire for more inter-disciplinary and socially robust environmental science to increase its understanding, legitimacy and relevance to decision-making. This paper offers grounded insights into some of the contemporary challenges and opportunities facing senior bureaucrats as they work to improve the connection between environmental science and policy in government.  

11. Title: The Origins of Human Embryonic Stem Cell Research Policies in the US States  
Authors: Aaron D. Levine, T. Austin Lacy, and James C. Hearn 
Abstract: Stem cell research has emerged as a state-level science and technology policy issue in recent years in the USA, with some states supporting research in the field and others choosing to restrict it. In this paper, we systematically explore the factors that are associated with US states’ adoptions of both supportive and restrictive stem cell policies. Our analysis identifies several factors, including partisan politics, existing morality policies, the strength of a state’s scientific community and the policy environment in neighboring states, which influence the adoption of state stem cell policies. Our paper aims to advance the science and technology policy literature by providing insight into the factors that push states to adopt science policies when economic development goals conflict with ethical concerns. 
以下是书评:

12. Title: Media Clusters: Spatial Agglomeration and Content Capabilities edited by Charlie Karlsson and Robert G. Picard  
Authors: Christopher Leslie 
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Media Clusters: Spatial Agglomeration and Content Capabilities,” by Charlie Karlsson and Robert G. Picard. 
13. Title: Accepting Infernal Alternatives: Sustaining Venture Capital on Venture Labour 
Authors: Juan Espinosa 
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Venture Labor: Work and the Burden of Risk in Innovative Industries,” by Gina Neff. 
