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1. Title: Progressive tax policy and informal labor in developing economies
Authors: Néstor Castañeda; David Doyle.
Abstract: Governments in many industrializing democracies face difficult policy trade‐offs. Liberalization and informality have placed electoral pressure on them to expand noncontributory social spending. However, governments in developing democracies face constraints when attempting to finance this expansion. In some countries, the informal labor market is very large, thereby undermining the revenue that can be collected through income tax. We argue that this has given rise to a paradoxical situation. Left governments in developing democracies with large informal labor markets have a strong electoral incentive to expand welfare regimes to previously excluded outsiders, but to fiscally underwrite this expansion, they have increasingly been forced to fund their redistributive strategies via a regressive policy instrument, indirect consumption taxation. We examine this argument for a sample of 17 Latin American countries between the years 1990 and 2016. Our results suggest that labor informality forces left governments
2. Title: Inheritance regimes: Medieval family structures and current institutional quality
Authors: Rasmus Broms; Andrej Kokkonen.
Abstract: This study highlights the impact that medieval patterns of intrafamily inheritance practices wield on contemporary institutional quality. We argue that regions that practiced inegalitarian inheritance developed stronger institutions than regions that practiced egalitarian inheritance, for two reasons. First, we argue that transmitting land to a single heir resulted in a sense of personal ownership and, by extension, encouraged individual property rights. Second, we argue that the fact that disinherited children were incentivized to seek training and employment outside the family domicile in regions practicing inegalitarian inheritance resulted in trust‐building social interactions. We test our argument using data on medieval inheritance patterns and modern‐day institutional quality in European subnational regions and across countries globally. Our results show that historical inegalitarian inheritance practices are strongly positively associated with contemporary institutional quality. We conclude that historical norms at the family level are still affecting important modern‐day societal functions.
3. Title: Who protests? An exploration of the class dimensions of anticorruption mobilization
Authors: Bidisha Biswas; Ramya M. Vijaya.
Abstract: This article examines the role of economic class in mobilizing against corruption. Across several countries, recent anticorruption movements have been attributed to the growing urban middle class. Yet, existing studies have not examined how citizens view their own agency and how their views may be affected by their class position. We use Transparency International's Global Corruption Barometer survey and a case study of India to critically examine the class dimensions of anticorruption mobilization. We find that citizens in middle‐income countries are most concerned with corruption. At the same time, those who identify as middle class are only slightly more likely than low‐income individuals to indicate a willingness to mobilize. In contrast, people who identify as high income are much less willing to engage with the issue. Our findings suggest that successful and sustained mobilization against corruption might require a coalition of middle‐and lower‐income groups.
4. Title: Good governance and multidimensional poverty: A comparative analysis of 71 countries
Authors: Christoph Jindra; Ana Vaz.
Abstract: In 2015, the international community committed to “reduce at least by half the proportion of men, women and children of all ages living in poverty in all its dimensions.” According to international development agencies, good governance is crucial to achieving this. We examine the relationship between good governance and multidimensional poverty using hierarchical models and survey data for 71 countries. Our results suggest there is a direct effect of good governance on multidimensional poverty and that good governance is associated with reduced horizontal inequalities. However, we find evidence of a beneficial effect of good governance for middle‐income countries but not for low‐income countries. Thus, while our results suggest that good governance can play a role in reducing multidimensional poverty, they also suggest that governance reforms alone might not yield the desired effect for all countries.
5. Title: Corruption and citizen participation in local government: Evidence from Latin America
Authors: Milena I. Neshkova; Vaiva Kalesnikaite.
Abstract: Prior research indicates that corruption hampers economic growth and imposes high social costs. From the perspective of democratic theory, corruption does not just violate the fiduciary obligations with which the public entrusts government officials; it has detrimental effects on the legitimacy of the democratic process as a whole. If citizens view their government as corrupt and dishonest, they become cynical about political life, and as a result, they are less likely to participate in democratic governance. This article examines the effect of corruption—measured through both perception and experience—on citizen participation in local government. Using data from the AmericasBarometer survey on the new democracies in Latin America, we test whether the withdrawal effects registered in terms of participation in elections hold for the participation in city administration. The results show that citizens' willingness to participate in local governance relates positively with their experience of corruption, but not with their perception of corruption.
6. Title: Are public organizations suffering from repetitive change injury? A panel study of the damaging effect of intense reform sequences
Authors: Jan Wynen; Koen Verhoest; Bjorn Kleizen.
Abstract: In the last decade, reforms in the public sector have been implemented at an ever‐increasing pace. Hereby, organizations are repetitively subject to mergers, splits, absorptions, or secessions of units; the adoption of new tasks; changes in legal status; and other structural reforms. Although evidence is largely missing in the literature, there is a growing belief that such intense reform sequences may be damaging to organizations. This article aims to fill this gap in the literature by empirically examining the existence of such repetitive change injury for public organizations. To do so, we employ organizational absenteeism rates as an indicator for repetitive change injury and link this to the reform sequences an organization experienced. Results indicate that intense reform sequences disproportionally increase organizational absenteeism rates, supporting the existence of repetitive change injury and suggesting that reforms remain rooted in organizational memories for a longer time than is often assumed.
7. Title: Corporations at a crossroads: How multilevel governance interactions shape participation and effort in private governance regimes
Authors: Lily Hsueh
Abstract: This article argues that the interactions between firm agency in corporate management and the multilevel governance structures in which firms operate condition firms' participation and effort in private governance regimes. Empirically, I examine the Fortune Global 500 firms' decisions about participation and the extent of participation in the Carbon Disclosure Project during 2011–2015. Given firms' strategic considerations, the efficacy of corporate management structures and practices is conditioned by domestic regulatory and global regime contexts, and this efficacy varies across developed and developing countries. In developed countries, corporate, domestic, and global governance positively reinforce each other as drivers of private regulation on climate change. These governance levels are complements not substitutes. By contrast, the main drivers of participation and effort in developing countries are corporate management structures and practices, the stringency of domestic regulatory institutions, and their interactions. This article's results are robust to alternative specifications, including an alternative modeling approach.
8. Title: Competing for father's love? The politics of central government agency termination in China
Authors: Sicheng Chen; Tom Christensen; Liang Ma.
Abstract: It is well known that public agencies are nearly immortal, but what explains their termination? This article argues that apart from conventional antecedents, political salience defined by top leaders largely shapes government agencies' life cycle. In one of the first large‐N analyses of agency termination in a non‐Western authoritarian regime, we used longitudinal data for the central apparatus in China from 1949 to 1976 to test this hypothesis. We specifically used Chairman Mao's written directives to measure political salience and found that agencies that received more directives were less likely to be terminated. In contrast, agencies less attended to the boss were less likely to survive major restructurings. We also found that peripheral agencies (e.g., smaller, lower‐ranking agencies with noncore functions) benefited more from leaders' attention. We compare the results with the existing literature and suggest some theoretical and policy implications.
9. Title: Isolated counties, administrative monitoring, and the misuse of public funds in China
Authors: Li Li; Baoqing Pang; Yiping Wu.
Abstract: This article empirically investigates the effects of administrative monitoring on the misuse of funds by local governments and provides a representative model of fiscal decentralization with political centralization, where administrative monitoring relies on the top‐down hierarchy of the bureaucratic system in China based on a unique data set from audit programs. We show a double effect between distance and monitoring in local China. The incentive for misusing public funds can be strengthened if the county (a) is governed by a leader whose tenure is longer than 3 years, (b) is governed by a politician from outside the county, or (c) receives more transfer payments. These findings suggest that the administrative monitoring of local governments can be vital to remedying the misuse of public funds.
10. Title: Getting the basic nature of systemic corruption right: A reply to Marquette and Peiffer
Authors: Anna Persson; Bo Rothstein; Jan Teorell.
Abstract: In reply to Marquette and Peiffer's article “Grappling With the ‘Real Politics’ of Systemic Corruption: Theoretical Debates Versus ‘Real‐World’ Functions,” this article employs three criticisms: Marquette and Peiffer's call to grapple with the “real politics of corruption” does not bring much new to the table, is conceptually flawed, and risks serving as an excuse for corrupt elites to pursue “business as usual.” In response, we reaffirm three insights gained from collective action‐based approaches toward corruption. Although corruption might solve individual‐level problems in the short term, it is still a de facto problem at the aggregate level, the tools derived from principal–agent theory will not solve the collective action problem of systemic corruption, and elites will be the least likely to implement reform. We conclude by calling for the continued fight against corruption—a fight informed by empirical and theoretical knowledge.
以下是书评：
11. Title: State capture: How conservative activists, big businesses, and wealthy donors reshaped the American States – and the Nation ‐ By Alex Hertel‐Fernandez
Authors: Christopher Witko
Abstract: The article reviews the book “State capture: How conservative activists, big businesses, and wealthy donors reshaped the American States – and the Nation” by Alex Hertel‐Fernandez.
12. Title: Media politics in China: Improvising power under authoritarianism ‐ By Maria Repnikova
Authors: Robert S. Hinck
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Media politics in China: Improvising power under authoritarianism” by Maria Repnikova.
13. Title: Homicidal ecologies: Illicit economies and complicit states in Latin America ‐ By Deborah J. Yashar
Authors: Angélica Durán‐Martínez
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Homicidal ecologies: Illicit economies and complicit states in Latin America” by Deborah J. Yashar.
14. Title: Taxing Africa: Coercion, reform and development ‐ By Mick Moore, Wilson Prichard and Odd‐Helge Fjeldstad
Authors: Paolo de Renzio
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Taxing Africa: Coercion, reform and development” by Mick Moore, Wilson Prichard and Odd‐Helge Fjeldstad.
15. Title: The petro‐developmental state in Africa: Making oil work in Angola, Nigeria and the Gulf of Guinea ‐ By Jesse Ovadia
Authors: John Olushola Magbadelo
Abstract: The article reviews the book “The petro‐developmental state in Africa: Making oil work in Angola, Nigeria and the Gulf of Guinea” by Jesse Ovadia.
