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1. Title: The Shifting Global Order: A Dangerous Transition or an Era of Opportunity?  
Authors: Xue, Lan 
Abstract: The article discusses the economic and political rise of countries including Brazil, Russia, India, and China, and argues that established powers such as the U.S. should welcome their development rather than being threatened by it. The potential for greater understanding between culturally diverse nations is also commented on.
2. Title: The Politics of Fiscal Responses to the Crisis of 2008–2009 
Authors: Klaus Armingeon 
Abstract: The national fiscal responses to the economic crisis of 2008/2009 varied considerably. Some countries reacted with a strong demand stimulus，others intended to slash public expenditures, while a third group pursued mildly expansionary policies. There are strong reasons for governments to pursue a mildly expansionary policy. If governments depart from this default strategy in favor of a significant counter-cyclical policy, they must be able to swiftly make decisions. Therefore, effective use of counter-cyclical policy will be unlikely in cases where lengthy negotiations or significant compromises between governing parties with different views on economic and fiscal policy are likely. Therefore, a major determinant of the expansionary strategy is a unified government, usually in form of a one-party government. If governments opt for pro-cyclical policy in a major economic crisis, they do so because they have few other viable options. In this situation they tend to shift blame to international organizations. 

3. Title: Extra-Network Organizational Reputation and Blame Avoidance in Networks: The Hurricane Katrina Example 
Authors: Donald P. Moynihan 
Abstract: Research on public service networks has identified a variety of mechanisms to foster coordination, including trust and reciprocity norms. This article argues that network actors are also driven by a desire to avoid blame. Network membership is often a political responsibility rather than a voluntary act, and members may be at least as attuned to their extra-network organizational reputation as to their intra-network reputation, creating an incentive to utilize blame avoidance strategies when failure occurs. Blame avoidance strategies undermine intra-network trust and coordination, representing a significant threat to the implementation of public policy. To illustrate the potential of the concept for network theory, blame avoidance strategies are identified under the conditions of high political risk and task salience, as represented by the crisis response network in the U.S. disaster of Hurricane Katrina. 
4. Title: A Semantic Network Analysis of Changes in North Korea's Economic Policy 
Authors: Changyong Choi and Jesse D. Lecy

Abstract: To shed light on the inner workings of policymaking in North Korea, this study examined the process behind economic policy change through an analysis of the official state economics journal. Semantic networks are used to trace the introduction and evolution of policies during four distinct economic periods in North Korean history between 1986 and 2009. Although reform is catalyzed by political and economic crises, the emergence of new policy topics occurs incrementally prior to change. Specifically, new policy discourse tends to emerge in gradual and cautious ways but policy change occurs swiftly in periods of crisis. During periods of stability, the state retreats to the centralized socialist economic system, often through coercion and force. This view of the policy process suggests that foundations of economic reforms in North Korea are yet weak and instable, and policy reform will continue to be vulnerable to the political influence of conservatives. 
5. Title: Accountability or Representation? How Electoral Systems Promote Public Trust in African Legislatures 
Authors: Wonbin Cho 
Abstract: Elections serve as instruments of democracy, but they do so differently in various parts of the world. This article focuses on the democratizing role of elections in 16 sub-Saharan African countries represented in Afrobarometer survey data. It traces confidence in legislative institutions to whether a citizen perceives competitive elections to produce accountability and/or representation. The analysis shows that elections function differently depending on the nature of legislative institutions. Majoritarian electoral systems promote a sense of citizen control over policymakers (i.e., accountability) whereas proportional representation (PR) systems increase the perception of inclusion across a society's factions (i.e., representation). Because sub-Saharan African citizens typically prioritize representation rather than accountability when evaluating their legislative institutions, controlling for other influences, PR systems are much better at boosting public trust in the region. These findings have important implications for democratic development in Africa. 
6. Title: Political Cycles and Organizational Life Cycles: Delegation to Anticorruption Agencies in Central Europe
Authors: Agnes Batory 
Abstract: A large number of “independent” anticorruption agencies (ACAs) sprung up around the world in past decades. Yet little comparative work has been done to explain the diversity of their organizational forms or development trajectories. Using insights from regulatory theory and the regulation of government literature, this article argues that the formal powers and independence ACAs are granted crucially depend on whether external and/or domestic impetuses for setting them up can counterbalance governments' incentives for no action, or only symbolic action. The ACAs' initial mandate influences but does not determine how they fare in later life: Support or obstruction from ruling governments, their own ability to use strategic resources, and leadership shape the extent to which the agencies are able to carry out their tasks in practice. These arguments are examined through comparison of three ACAs in the European Union's “new” member states—Latvia, Poland, and Slovenia. 

7. Title: Situational Contracting: Building Reciprocity between Rights and Obligations 
Authors: Dirk J. Wolfson 
Abstract: Individualism, cultural pluralism, and pressures from globalization are putting a strain on matching demand and supply of public services. Citizens want tailor-made solutions, professionals in delivery systems need degrees of freedom to customize supply, and complexity brings along information asymmetries and strategic behavior. All this calls for a new look at interactive governance. This article develops a mode of situational contracting that reveals preference at the level of the individual actor, generates trust in mutual adjustment, and creates scope for customization and innovation in public management. It sets out a strategy, presents results of an early application in the Netherlands, and suggests further applications. 

8. Title: Old Ideas and New Investments: Divergent Pathways to a Knowledge Economy in Denmark and Finland 
Authors: Darius Ornston 
Abstract: This article identifies and explains two very different pathways to a knowledge economy, based on investment in training in Denmark and research in Finland. The fact that these ostensibly similar countries have pursued such divergent strategies cannot be explained using the established literature on employer organization, labor power resources, and small states. This article develops and resolves this puzzle by focusing on the interaction among organized actors. It argues that nineteenth-century economic and geopolitical challenges generated two distinctive and enduring collective responses based on industry–labor cooperation in Denmark and state–industry cooperation in Finland. Those coalitions continue to shape the twenty-first-century experimentation, supporting investment in continuing education in Denmark and technological innovation in Finland. In explaining these differences, this article not only identifies an enduring and constructive role for strategic cooperation but also explains how it varies among ostensibly similar coordinated economies. 

以下是书评:
9. Title: Intergovernmental Cooperation—Rational Choices in Federal Systems and Beyond 
Authors: Michaël Tatham
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Intergovernmental Cooperation—Rational Choices in Federal Systems and Beyond” by Nicole Bolleyer.
10. Title: Eurolegalism: The Transformation of Law and Regulation in the European Union 
Authors: Rachel A. Cichowski
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Eurolegalism: The Transformation of Law and Regulation in the European Union” by R. Daniel Kelemen.
11. Title: Cooperating for Peace and Security: Evolving Institutions and Arrangements in a Context of Changing U.S. Security Policy 
Authors: Patrick J. Haney 
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Cooperating for Peace and Security: Evolving Institutions and Arrangements in a Context of Changing U.S. Security Policy” by Bruce D. Jones, Shepard Forman, and Richard Gowan.
12. Title: Emerging Africa: How 17 Countries Are Leading the Way 
Authors: Felix Kiruthu 
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Emerging Africa: How 17 Countries Are Leading the Way” by Steven Radelet.
13. Title: Responsive Democracy: Increasing State Accountability in East Asia 
Authors: Terence Roehrig 
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Responsive Democracy: Increasing State Accountability in East Asia” by Jeeyang Rhee Baum.
